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Crossbeams 

The word is seldom used in the Bible.  

Restraint.  But every page seems col-

ored by this grand theme.  The great 

god of the universe can do as he very 

well pleases.  But from the opening 

scenes of recorded history, God was 

putting limits on himself.  Every time 

made the offer ‘if you…then I’…God 

put serious limits on his options.  That 

is what a contract or covenant does.   

Every step of the way, from Abraham 

to today, God has been inviting hu-

mans to be his partners…yes, inviting 

us to follow his lead…by choice.  

And, after all, that is the only way mo-

rality has any value…if there is a 

choice.  So instead of always getting 

his way, God leads the way and in-

vites us to follow.  It is a story of 

‘come with me and we shall bring 

change to the world.’ 

 

Time after time the creator makes his 

offer.  To Joseph, Moses, the nation of 

Israel...and us.  And what he gets in 

return is a mixed bag of yes and no.  

He does not use all the power he has at 

his command.   Making little robots 

out of us is not his intent.  His plan has 

always been to convince us of the val-

ue of tagging along with him.  And his 

way of getting our attention and gain-

ing our allegiance…well, sometimes it 

is the fear of negative consequences 

(for non-compliance) lined up along-

side marvelous blessings that accom-

pany faith and cooperation.  Deuteron-

omy 28 is a long chapter of such 

promised blessings and curses. Moses 

spoke for God in saying ‘I set before 

you life and death…choose life!’ 

 

Restraint.  It is best pictured in Jesus’ 

descent to planet earth, and his sub-

mission to natural law…gravity, hun-

ger, fatigue, and the need for a bath.  

Paul called it ‘emptying himself’.  The 

route to the cross was one of extreme 

restraint.  The co-creator of the uni-

verse, subjected to taunts, stripes and 

hammered nails when he could have 

easily put an end to the injustices dealt 

him.  All powerful, he restrained him-

self.  And what makes it all so beauti-

ful is the motivation…love.  Calling 

for angels to rescue him was certainly 

an option…but not if he would com-

plete his mission to die for our sins. It 

was in becoming weak and vulnerable 

that gave his death virtue and efficacy.    

And us.  Restraint is the mandate.  It is 

made manifest in a myriad of behav-

iors and attitudes…humility, good lis-

tening, modesty, holding our horses, 

forgiving others, and mercy.  Anytime 

we practice self-limitation that springs 

from love for God and others…ah, 

that is glorious.  It is God-like.  Paul 

wrote of considering others better than 

oneself…preferring others…even 

when we are stronger, larger, favored 

by our culture or our family ties.  At 

its height godly restraint is living out 
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by loving one’s enemies.  Restraint is risky business.  

Others may take undo advantage of such setting 

aside of rights, position, privilege and such.  Jesus 

learned that the cross way.  We may tire of being 

used.  Good behavior does not always result in recip-

rocation.  Again, Jesus is our model.   

 

So often it is easier to just do what needs to be done, 

rather than convincing others to partner with us.  Per-

haps it would be more efficient too. But would it 

have value?  Apparently God thinks not. And in the 

end God doesn’t get all that he wants.  He desires 

that none should perish.  But so many will.  It is such 

restraint that makes salvation beautiful…the extrava-

gant love of Jesus met with a willing and receptive 

human heart.  Communicating his unconditional love 

for us but leaving us to choose whether or not to re-

ceive it is leadership and lordship all wrapped up to-

gether.  It is the picture of grace. 

(Continued from page 1) always some mystery to the best way to apply it to 

our lives.  So we reach into our treasure trove of ex-

perience and share perspectives learned.  There is no 

packaged  lesson.  We read Sam Stone’s commen-

tary…and questions to get a discussion going.  Then 

comes the mining of the passage with high hopes of 

discovering nuggets of wisdom.  Come join us, guys.  

Monday Mornings…arrive between 7:45 to 8…Iron 

Skillet…Phoenix (Oregon!)  Order from the menu or 

graze at the new and enlarged breakfast buffet. 

 

BUDGET PRESENTATION  

JANUARY 5 
Thanks to the budget committee for their diligence in 

preparing a reasonable, yet visionary budget for the 

new year.  In keeping with the bylaws, copies of the 

budget proposal are available in the foyer for your 

consideration.  Your approval of the budget is sought 

at the brief congregational meeting which will follow 

our worship time on Sunday, January 5.  There is a 

place to register your vote…as well as place to indi-

cate your intention to be a faithful steward to help 

achieve the budget’s requirements. 

 

39PLUS AGAIN AT BETTY’S PLACE 
Oh, Betty!  Thanks for opening your home to our 

bunch again.  We’ve been studying passages related 

to Jim’s sermons each time we gather.  Of course our 

first order of business is to log an hour of SkipBo or 

Kings Corners (10 am).  The study begins at 11 and 

is followed by Betty’s dramatic lunch. Wow!  Every-

one welcome.  To get to the Lillibridge home…drive 

south on Siskiyou in Ashland…turn right on Tolman 

Creek Road…take a right at Green Meadows…take 

another right at Lupine.  Betty lives at  2315 Lupine 

Drive.  January 8…10 am 

 

NEWSLETTER FOLDING… 

WHAT FUN! 
Some time ago a friend offered to buy a folding ma-

chine for the church.  It would make the task of fold-

ing the weekly bulletin and the monthly newsletter a 

cinch.  Yet those who folded the newsletter by hand 

objected.  The reason?  Fellowship.  Each Last 

Wednesday finds a group of us sitting around a table 

in Fellowship Hall.  Tasks are assigned…folding, 

creasing, attaching the tab, and such.  Each newslet-

REAL MEN SHARE INSIGHTS 
No matter what Bible passage we chew on, there is 
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ter is handled several times.  Since names and ad-

dresses are already in place, we chat about the re-

cipients…always uplifting comments.  We wonder 

how folk are doing…those who’ve moved to far 

flung places or just across the valley.  A folding 

machine would deprive our crew of this warm and 

wonderful time of reflection and chatting.  So we 

fold the old way…and love it. 

 

Come join the fun on Wednesday, January 29.  

Folding at 10.  Bible Study next.  Potluck lunch at 

noon.  Bring a little something to share, please.   

 

ROGUE RIDERS…JANUARY 15 
We’ll caravan or carpool to Home Town Buffet this 

month.  Those longer forays will wait for more pre-

dictable weather.  For now we’ll make the short 

trek to Medford to fill up…leaving the church park-

ing lot at eleven.  Perhaps some will want to swing 

by Harry and David’s to check out the latest sale 

items.  Bring a friend! 

 

SAINTS ALIVE  JANUARY 4 
The Iron Skillet Restaurant has done a fine job of 

remodeling their banquet room where our group 

gathers each First Saturday morning at nine.  The 

ceiling windows have all been replaced, making the 

place sunny and bright.  Take a look at the new and 

improved buffet…with a fine salad bar as well as 

the ample breakfast bar.  Bring along a story to tell, 

a riddle to be solved, a joke or some ditty off of the 

internet.  This is meant to be light hearted.  Plenty 

of fellowship, catching up and enriching friend-

ships.  Nine o’clock breakfast at the Iron Skillet in 

Phoenix (Oregon!). 

SERMON SERIES BEGINS  

FEBRUARY 
Perhaps I’m the only one who will be stirred up at 

the thought of a sermon series on The Church.  

These days ‘church’ is getting bad press.  We speak 

of an event or person not being ‘churchy’, as if that 

would be a horrible thing, indeed!  What is so 

meant is that people are uncomfortable with for-

mality, lecturing,  rigidity,  judging and Sunday as 

a spectator event.  But the church…ah, the family 

of God!  What joys are to be found in this heaven-

bound cadre of sojourners!  And the possibilities 

for joy, purpose, service and fellowship are limit-

less.  God has chosen for his family to represent 

him well, speak for him and find love, security and 

vitality in each other’s company.  I love to engage 

those who are pre-Christians.  But Christ’s church 

is God’s people…with potential for experiencing a 

bit of heaven on earth.  Beginning February I’ll be 

bringing messages that focus on, yes, the Church.  

 

COMPASSIONATE ACTION… 

WORK COMMENDED 

We recently received commendations from the Tal-

ent mayor, Bill Cecil, for our work on the piece of 

property at the gateway to town.  Our crew tackled 

the overgrown chunk of land but others also got 

onboard, including neighbors and friends.   On 

warmer winter days you can expect to see individu-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Our monthly potluck is just that… “potluck”. It’s 

whatever the Good Lord leads you to bring. There 

are always plenty of choices on the tables to choose 

from! 

 

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY  

A BLESSING 
Thanks to our fine actors who gave us insights into 

the Christmas Story. The cast: Gene Stringer 

(Innkeeper), Karen Larsen (Donkey), Jim Witt 

(Shepherd), Lynda Bell (Angel) and Kay Killian 

(Star).  What creative and touching messages were 

brought by each of them.  Steve Cox and Betty Lil-

libridge provided a fine duet.  Michael Royer did his 

usual great job of reading the morning’s scripture.  

Finally, the children made their presentation…and 

we loved it.  Thanks to all who contributed to the 

potluck to make the day a grand time for all.   

 

ASHLAND’S OLD TIME MOVIE 

NIGHT…AT OUR PLACE  
Greg Luce launched Old Time Movie night back in 

June of 2002.  But for well over half of the ensuing 

years Mike Royer has been our wonderful host.  

Movie buffs travel from all over the Rogue Valley to 

enjoy these timeless classics.  Often the local news-

paper has touted the month’s offering in the enter-

tainment section.  In January the Third Saturday 

‘shows’ will be on January 18.  As with so much that 

we do around here, this provides a marvelous oppor-

tunity to introduce a friend or coworker to our folk 

and our place. 

 

MINISTRY TO OLDSTERS 
We continue to touch and bless the lives of aging 

folk each week at retirement centers.  I make a brief 

stop at Jackson House (Talent) each Sunday after-

als and groups completing this task.  Usually our 

Compassion projects are more related to people and 

their homes.  If you’d like to help make somebody’s 

world a better place, please speak to me or Emily 

Rogers.  We’ve done yard work, painting, and car-

pentry, garage organizing, moving and such. 

 

BIBLE SCHOOL CLASSES… 

GOING STRONG 
I had planned to help 

students learn to share 

the gospel via a tool 

developed by John 

Hendee…Peace Treaty 

with God.  Instead it 

turned out that many in 

the class needed to be-

come more familiar 

with the Gospel for 

their own sake.  So 

we’ve walked through 

the four lessons in the 

booklet, each week 

learning more about 

The Need for Peace, The Offer of Peace, Making 

Peace with God, and Maintaining the Peace.   In Jan-

uary we’ll get to our original purpose…learning to 

use the Peace Treaty to help others find peace with 

God. 

 

Our class meets at El Tapatio Restaurant on the north 

side of Ashland.  The lesson begins at 9 but those 

who enjoy a bit of breakfast arrive a good fifteen 

minutes early.  We dismiss at 10:15 to give everyone 

ample of time to drive to Second and B for the 10:45 

service.  I’ll buy your coffee. 

 

ADULT CLASS AT CHURCH 
Gene Stringer has been treating his class to recorded 

messages preached some years ago by Ray Stedman.  

They are real treasures…scholarly, yet practical.  

Class starts at 9:30.  Jim L 

 

POTLUCK? 
With the holidays behind us we can relax a little. 

Come and join in good fellowship and good food in 

the Fellowship Hall on January 26 after the service. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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noon before driving over to Medford to lead a peppy 

worship time at Arbor Place at three.  These dear 

friends are sharp, appreciative and enjoy singing.  

We always share a treat of cupcakes or cookies, with 

coffee provided by the staff host.  Monday afternoon 

finds us at Emeritus at Mountain View in Ashland.  

Again, those who show up are wonderful.  Some are 

former Bible School teachers.  A couple gents are 

new to the Bible.  Again…treats and coffee.  Time…

3 pm.  If you’d like to show up and share your love, 

please give me a call.  541-890-3209  Jim L 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS…REPORT 
During the month of December we invited and en-

couraged our congregation to bring special gifts to 

Jesus, by means of giving to our special mission and 

benevolence projects. Here is how the total of 

$4043.93 was given: 

 

     Christians Haven…Philippines...............$890.00 

     Nuevo Jerusalen de Christo Iglesia  

        (church in Tacna, Peru)......................$1455.90 

     TCMI in Austria......................................$701.00 

     Benevolence............................................$997.00 

 

What a joy it was to see these numbers grow, week 

by week.  Merry Christmas, Jesus! 

 

PHOTO SUNDAYS… 

ALL OF JANUARY 
A few years back we began posting photos in the 

foyer of our members and steady visitors.  As we all 

change the need arises to update them.  So please let 

me shoot you some Sunday in January.  Laurie Roy-

er does a fine job of framing your photo so we can 

find it easier to put names and faces together.  

Ready, smile…click.  Jim 

 

QUILT WINNERS!   
Our Piece Corps works on quilts every Tuesday 

morning at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Their fine 

pieces are given to moms with a newborn, as well as 

many others.  Each Christmas these ladies make sev-

eral quilts available for a drawing.  This year’s win-

ners are:  Eleanor Olson, large quilt; Madge Center, 

Helen Jane Slack and  Justin Vermillion each a small 

quilt. 

 

The Piece Corp ladies thank all who participated in 

this year’s drawing for their support. 

TAKING DOWN DECORATIONS 
Kay Killian invites anyone interested to join her at 

the church, Monday December 30, at 10 a.m. to take 

down the Christmas decorations. If anyone wants to 

join her, that would be great. 

 

MARLIA-LARSENS MAKE TREK TO 

TACNA, PERU 

During the Christmas break Brian, Lori Jo, Cielo and 

Mia Jo traveled to the mission field to visit the 

church of this southern most city in Peru…Tacna.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  1  - Helen Calhoun 

  2  - Jim Witt 

  2  - Robin Witt 

  2  - Kacey McDonald 

  3  - Terry Hayes-Sanders 

  5  - Joyce Lavelle 

  9  - David Lockwood 

  9  - Hal Bosworth 

10  - Donna Cornelius 

13  - Betty Tine Metcalf 

15  - Ed Macauley 

18  - Joshua McDaniel 

24  - Linda Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
  

23  - Karl and Helen Jane Slack 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

They took along a check from our church of over 

$1100 as a love gift from our church to Iglesia 

Iberoamericano de Nuevo Jerusalen. The plan is to 

return to Los Angeles by the first of 2014, arriving in 

Oregon on the second or third of January.  They re-

port that the brethren in Peru were overjoyed to be 

recipients of our love and care. 

 

 

RECIPE FOR A GOOD YEAR 
Take 12 fine full months, see that all these are thor-

oughly free from all the old memories of bitterness, 

hate and jealousy. 

 

Clean them completely from every clinging spite. 

Pick off all specks of pettiness and littleness. In 

short, see that these months are free from the  past. 

 

Have them as free and clean as when they came from 

the storehouse of time. 

 

Cut each month into 30 or 31 equal parts. Do not at-

tempt to make the whole batch at one time, as many 

people spoil it this way. Prepare 1 day at a time as 

follows: 

 

> 1 large cup of faith and trust 

> 1 measure of prayer and meditation 

> 1 cup hope 

> 1 cup Christian fellowship 

> 1 cup humble service 

 

 Mix these ingredients together until well blended 

and pour over the mixture 1 gallon of love (some 

people leave this important ingredient out and find 

the recipe a failure). Sprinkle in a Tablespoon of fun, 

a dash of play and a heaping spoonful of good hu-

mor. Mix with vim and bake slowly. 

 

Garnish with smiles and a sprig of joy. Then serve 

with unselfishness, and cheerfulness and life at its 

fullest will be yours throughout the year. 

 

This recipe is over 100 years old. But still works 

beautifully every year. We hope you enjoy it! 

(Continued from page 5) 



PAGE 7 CROSS BEAMS VOLUME 29 ISSUE 12  



PAGE 8 CROSS BEAMS VOLUME 29 ISSUE 12  

Billy Gilbert and Hugh Herbert. It's 

wacky plot takes place in Klopstokia, a 

country where its president (W.C. Fields) 

arm wrestles his cabinet members to 

retain power, every man is named 

George and every woman is named An-

gela, and it seems that everyone in the 

country is descended from...goats! With 

its economy in shambles, Klopstokia 

seeks to win fame and fortune by enter-

ing its top athletes in the 1932 Summer 

Olympic Games in Los Angeles. It's 

great fun, ankle deep in slapstick come-

dy, love and athletic improbabilities. 

You'll be singing the Klopstokian song of 

love all the way home! 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the even-

ing, so bring a hearty appetite. Be sure to tell your family, friends 

and neighbors about this family friendly presentation. It's cowboy 

heroics with Buck Jones and insane nonsense with W.C. Fields...two 

rarities from the Golden Age of Hollywood! 

 
The movies are FREE! There's NO 
charge for admission, but donations are 
gladly accepted.  
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 

and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 
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Phone: 541-482-1561 
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 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 
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Men Without Law 

Million Dollar Legs 

"WOOF BLOOGLE JIK, MOO JIK BLOOGLE WOOF" 
(The song of love in the country of Klopstokia)  

Saturday, January 18, 2013 
    A hero returns from The Great War to 

find his younger brother has fallen in with a 

bad crowd, gets himself thrown into jail and 

escapes...only to find his identity has been 

stolen and then he has to rescue the gal 

from the clutches of the aforementioned bad 

crowd...all in less than 65 minutes. Whew! 

It's legendary cowboy movie star Buck 

Jones  in the 1930 six gun western saga 

"MEN WITHOUT LAW." It's an entertain-

ing example of how the forces of good pit-

ted their strength and wisdom against the 

minions of evil back in another time. What 

a way to start off the New Year! Whew, again. 

After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-bar ads 

and nostalgic coming attraction previews we are pleased to show 

you one of the strangest and bizarre comedies of lunacy you'll ever 

witness.  

It's the 1932 screwball gem "MILLION DOLLAR LEGS" 

starring W.C. Fields, Jack Oakie, Susan Fleming, Andy Clyde, 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


