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Knofel Staton was serving as the pres-

ident of Pacific Christian College in 

Fullerton, California, when he visited 

our church in Tucson for some sort of 

conference.  During his stay in town 

he lodged with us.  One evening we 

sat up late to chat.  I still remember 

the simple query: How is it going?  I 

gave a short reply of less than a half 

dozen words. But he persisted.  I was 

invited to paint a picture on a large 

canvas, using an array of colors, pri-

mary and subtle.  He seemed to hand 

me brush after brush…large and pe-

tite.  As a young pastor this truly baf-

fled me.  Here was an important 

man…a dignitary and VIP in my 

eyes…seeming to hang on my every 

word.   

 

That exchange touched me in a 

‘forever’ way.  What a gift it is…to be 

heard.  I’ve never recovered from that 

exchange.  One time, while counseling 

a young man I removed my watch and 

placed it on the desk.  It happened to 

end up face down.  Later he explained 

how special that moment was.  What 

moment, I asked.  When you sent me 

the signal that time didn’t matter.  It so 

happened that the gesture was acci-

dental.  There was no intentional mes-

sage sent…only one received.  That 

was what Knofel had said to me when 

he never sought to grab on to the con-

versation to explain the goings on at 

the college or his personal life.   

 

In the passing years I’ve discovered 

what an endangered species real lis-

tening is.  And it is so much more than 

passively keeping one’s mouth shut 

while another speaks.  It is that point-

ing to all of the paint pallets and the 

full gamut of brushes that spells magic 

to me.  Try as I may, I’ll never meas-

ure up to Knofel.  But I want to. 

 

Listening gains a passport to another 

heart.  We brush aside the clichés.  

And it isn’t about digging into an-

other’s treasure trove of ideas and 

feelings.  This kind of listening ex-

presses the sentiment, “It is better to 

give than to receive”.  The speaker 

ought to feel valued and affirmed.  

Listen to my words about heart stuff 

and you send a message that what is in 

me is appreciated, worth looking at 

and perhaps even interesting. 

 

Paul spoke of considering others as 

more important than ourselves.  

Knofel communicated that.  Jesus 

taught us to freely give.  Hearing a 

person out is an example of fleshing 

that out.   

 

Want to stall this process?  Interrupt.  

Tell how what I’ve just said reminds 

(Continued on page 2) 
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ROGUE RIDERS TREK TO THE 

ROGUE RIVER LODGE 
This group of travelers has journeyed across county 

and state lines, following leads to mighty interesting 

sights and bites.  This month we wind our way along 

the Rogue River to Trail…and the highly touted 

Rogue River Lodge.  Half of the fun is just spending 

time together.  The half is evenly divided between 

enjoying fine vittles and glorious scenery.  So…

show up at the church parking lot (10:30) to car-pool 

or caravan north beyond Shady Cove.  Expect a deli-

cious time. 

 

Date: Wednesday, February 20 

Time: 10:30 

Destination: Rogue River Lodge, Trail, Oregon 

 

39PLUS HOSTED BY BETTY 
After years of heading to Marie Hoffman’s home for 

39PLUS we are being hosted by Betty Lillibridge on 

February 6.  Last month Betty outdid herself by pre-

paring a fabulous stew, a choice of pies, fresh bread 

and other goodies.  Our time together begins with 

some fun games at 10.  Then Jim leads us in a study 

which further develops his sermon from the previous 

Sunday.  Finally…lunch.  So, friends, over 39 or 

not…please join us for another special morning. 

 

Betty’s address:  2315 Lupine 

 

Directions: South on Siskiyou to Tolman Creek 

Road.  Turn right on Tolman Creek, then right on 

Green Meadows.  From Green Meadows, turn right 

onto Lupine.  Her home is on the left. 

 

Get lost?  Call Jim at 541-890-3209 

 

JIM’S NEW CLASS AT EL TAPATIO 
Friends, I’ve enjoyed teaching a course quite similar 

to this for Northwest Christian University.  Now it is 

available to you…at no cost.  We’ll grab hold of the 

Golden Thread that runs throughout the Bible.  Dis-

cover the ‘plot’ of God’s Word.  Discover the over-

arching themes of the Old Testament. 

 

Class starts at 9:15 am on Sunday, February 3.  Want 

breakfast?  They have a fine special waiting for us.  

But please arrive plenty early so we can be ready to 

roll at the magic moment.  I plan to be on site at 

8:30.  I’ll buy coffee for all participants.  Here is a 

fine opportunity to invite a friend…on neutral terri-

tory. 

 

My dear friend Tom Brown will be assisting.  He’s a 

veteran pastor with much to offer.  You’ll like him 

for sure. 

 

Bring your Bible.  I’ll provide a notebook for each 

student.  I’m jazzed.   Jim Larsen 

you of a similar situation.  Commandeer the conver-

sation.  I’ll let you…with a bit of sadness.  Not so 

much a matter of sadness that I’ve been left with half 

a sentence in my hands…but sad that you don’t real-

ize what your ‘seizing the moment’ has done to us.  I 

admit it.  I’m overly sensitive about this…thanks to 

that Knofel gentleman. 

 

I need to hear…and be heard.  If someone needs to 

be the only speaker, I can live with that.  But such a 

relationship isn’t a friendship.  Even in my dynamic 

and loving relationship with God it has to work both 

ways…hearing and being heard.  Such relinquishing 

of the floor is not natural.  It is an acquired skill.  But 

when it is happening in a friendship there is little to 

compare to the splendor and joy such back and forth 

brings. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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REAL MEN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Our guys gather at the Old Farm House in Phoenix 

(Oregon!) every Monday morning at 7:45.  The 

chow is splendid, and the company is pretty good.  

Of course we study the Good Book.  Our lesson 

comes from the Lookout Magazine.  Gene Stringer 

is our fearless leader.  But all of these gents touch 

the lives of others who choose to have breakfast at 

‘our’ restaurant.  One older couple is treated like 

royalty by our guys.  So often others end up chat-

ting and even praying with one of the group.  Here 

is a case of bringing Salt to the study…and Light.  

Join us anytime, men. 

 

SAINTS ALIVE, FEBRUARY 2 
You need a 

laugh, right?  

Life can be 

tough, can’t 

it? We have 

work projects 

and Bible 

study groups 

going.  Fi-

nances and 

juggling life’s 

challenges can 

wear you 

down. So take 

one hour out 

of your sched-

ule to hang 

out with trust-

ed friends…

and laugh together.  The Iron Skillet in Phoenix 

(Oregon!) provides us with their banquet room.  

The buffet is inviting…or order from the large 

menu.  And…bring a joke, riddle or tall tale to en-

tertain us.  So there you have it…fun and food and 

friends.  Saturday, February 2 at the Iron Skillet 

Restaurant/Truck Stop. 

 

JOSH COX BACK ON THE  

MISSION FIELD… 

AND THE BASEBALL FIELD 
Steve and Sharley’s son, Josh, spoke to our church 

last year…describing his short-term mission work 

in the Dominican Republic.  Along with other ath-

letes, Josh puts on baseball clinics…then shares his 

faith in Jesus.  The first activities open the door to 

ongoing communication.  Then comes a time of 

sharing words of the love of Christ.  How can we 

fit in?  Surely he can use additional finances for 

this foray south.  But we’ve also been asked to do-

nate any new or used ball gloves…softball or base-

ball.  Tote such gear to the church on February 3 so 

we can get it to Josh before he departs on his trip. 

 

MARLIA-LARSENS HANDLE  

SUNDAY SERVICE, FEBRUARY 3 

We’ve waited to see Lori Jo and Brian and their 

children…6 year old Cielo and little Mia Jo.  On 

the 3rd they’ll bring us up to date on their work in 

Tacna, Peru, and their current endeavors to get cer-

tified as nurse practioners.  Hear how they have 

been meeting the physical/medical needs of Peruvi-

ans with Kingdom results.  Lori Jo and Brian will 

join Chris McDonald in leading the worship time 
(Continued on page 4) 
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already moved to ‘the other side’.  And she subtly 

made her move…finally taking the leap just before 

midnight on Fri-

day, January 25.  

Her loyal and 

loving niece, 

Joyce, and I had 

talked with her 

and held her hand 

just prior to Sybil 

loosening her 

grip on ours and 

tightening her 

grip on the hand of Jesus.  No service is planned for 

her here in Oregon, but she’ll be transported to Mar-

yland where her family can say goodbye and hold a 

memorial.  God bless you, special lady.  Jim L 

 

MAKING SOMEBODY’S WORLD A 

BETTER PLACE 
It has been such a blessing…joining hands with our 

Compassionate Action team.  We have a number of 

projects on the drawing board right now.  There is a 

mobile home to be painted…starting with shutters to 

be dealt with very soon.  A yard needs some TLC.  A 

crew is ready to be put to service.   

 

A recent development has been our connection with 

Tom Brown.  He has recently moved to the Rogue 

Valley…his lovely wife teaches at Phoenix High 

School.  Tom has the same heart for loving action as 

our group.  His most recent search for places to lend 

a hand resulted in teaming up with Phoenix High.  

With Tom, we’ll do a bunch of painting to spruce up 

various areas of the school.  Way to go, Tom.  If 

you’d like to be a Third Man (from the Good Samar-

itan story) please call Jim at 541-890-3209.   

 

Our plan includes inviting members of the communi-

ty in these projects.  So far it is working quite well.  

Know of needs which a group of loving folk can help 

meet?  Again, just make the call. 

 

 Several projects are still being carried on…tasks 

which began months ago. 

 

21 STORIES 
I don’t run into many people who know the ‘plot’ of 

the Bible.  How does Joseph connect to Moses…or 

before handling the sermon time.  Welcome back to 

this family we’ve been happy to help support in 2012 

and a portion of 2011. 

 

JACKSON HOUSE 

It is true.  I love these loving souls who share a little 

time with me each Sunday afternoon.  We pray to-

gether, and I tell a story from the Bible.   I try to ar-

rive about 1:45 pm.  If you’d ever like to join me 

please don’t hesitate to drop by.  Jim L 

 

ARBOR PLACE AND TENNESSEE 

ERNIE FORD 
Oh, those 

fine resi-

dents of 

Arbor 

Place over 

in Medford 

love to 

sing along 

with Ten-

nessee Er-

nie Ford or 

the Gaithers.  I show up a little before 3 on Sunday 

afternoon with boom box in hand…plus a booklet of 

the day’s songs.  They sing along with real vigor be-

fore I bring a message.  The whole service lasts 

about 45 minutes…not counting the informal visiting 

that follows.  As with Jackson House…you are wel-

come to  join me in putting a little love on these pre-

cious saints.  Leslie Gosswiller has been a true serv-

ant to those who gather. Thanks, friend.  Jim L 

 

SYBIL DOROTHY LAREDO  

GRADUATES TO GLORY 
Sybil had recently spoken much of her willingness to 

go and to be with classmates and old friends who had 
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Jesus?  Does the connection matter?  So with such 

questions in mind I embarked on a journey through 

the holy scriptures back in September…connecting 

the dots of major stories which comprise the Jesus 

Story.  To my delight, the children of Karen and 

Jen’s class having been keeping pace.  They have a 

sense of the sequence of Bible stories.  So one Sun-

day soon they will join us during our worship time to 

share their excitement about getting the Big Picture.  

Thanks to April Rudy for bringing the youth into our 

Sunday Services to participate in (and take notes on) 

the week to week trek through the Bible.  Then too, 

teacher Gene has been leading his adult class on a 

parallel path. 

 

I’ve been so mightily overjoyed by your response to 

these weekly sermons.  It has been so thoroughly ful-

filling to hear from folk who follow along via our 

church website’s weekly podcast of our messages…

and tapping into our PowerPoint presentations on the 

site.  Thanks, Brad and modern day technology.  Jim 

L 

 

OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT 
In 2002 Greg Luce and I discussed the possibility of 

hosting a monthly movie night at our church.  The 

idea was to provide a family-friendly venue of 

wholesome entertainment.  Along the way we’d get 

to know our Ashland neighbors.  A snack bar was a 

piece of the plan from the beginning.  Who’d have 

guessed that people from all over the Rogue Valley 

would drive to our place on Third Saturdays to view 

these old flicks!? 

 

Our facility became more ‘multi-purpose’.  And our 

church grew because of these monthly offerings.  

People who came first to watch a movie ended up 

staying and calling our church family their own.  A 

new elder, a deacon, a deaconess, and others blessed 

us by staying with us in rich and significant ways. 

 

Mike Royer has been our movie host for over 5 

years.  His selections are awesome.  Last month we 

presented Top Hat…a biggie.  Sometimes we are 

treated to Westerns, Mysteries, Classics like Grapes 

of Wrath.  The variety is terrific.  And relationships!  

We’ve been blessed by new friendships…and oppor-

tunities to be of service, via Compassionate Action.  

I’ve performed weddings for attendees, as well as a 

funeral or two.  What started as entertainment has 

become much larger. 

 

When you show up for Ashland’s Old Time Movie 

Night, remember this is about touching others…

becoming acquainted and finding ways to be salt and 

light.  Jim L 

 

THANKS STEVE, LESLIE, EMILY, 

KAY AND DANIELLE 
It is so very fine to hear from these good folk.  They 

have been presenting our communion and offering 

meditations during January and will do so throughout 

the next two months.  Thank you for thoughtful re-

flections on such vital components of our worship 

time and family life.   

 

BOOKLETS/TIDINGS COLUMN 
Thanks to popular demand, we’ve made a second 

and third printing of Jim’s booklet of 2012’s weekly 

column in Ashland’s Daily Tidings.  If you’d like to 

purchase a copy or two…for yourself or a friend…

just speak to our pastor and he’ll gladly put a copy of 

his collected writings in your hands.  

 

SEE JANE RISE…TO A NEW LIFE 
We joined the angels 

in rejoicing at the 

sight of Jane Wie-

necke being baptized 

during a worship ser-

vice in January.  The 

faithful lady is a 

close friend of Don-

na Baize and Jean 

Vermillion.  You see 

them sitting together 

each Sunday.  Her 

move to be obedient 

to Christ is so im-

portant.  By being 

immersed in the sight of others she unknowingly 

stirred up interest in others to follow her lead.  Con-

gratulations, Jane.  May God bless you richly in your 

walk with him. 

 

MISSIONS 2013 
With the passage of the new 2013 budget Christian 

(Continued on page 6) 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  

 1  - Velma Johnson 

12  - Jessica Witt 

13  - Jose Villalobos 

14  - Neil Gosswiller 

15  - Emily McKinney 

16  - William (Bill) Dooms 

19  - Dona Heath 

28  - Nathanael Rogers 

28  - Sean Rogers 

  

   

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
  

14  - Jim & Velma Johnson 

  

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

Church of Ashland has reached a new milestone…at 

least in my recollection.  You approved allocating 

14% of all General Fund offerings for support of 

missions.  This is the highest percentage in memory.  

So what does this mean for the missions we help to 

support?  Let me share one reaction which captures 

the emotion connected with what we have been able 

to do. 

 

“Dear Gene, and beloved brothers and sisters 

in Christ! 

 

I don’t think that I can adequately express 

with words how encouraged I am by your 

love, and faithfulness and by your unfathom-

able grace to us.  Your desire to go above and 

beyond in a time when the American econo-

my seems plagued and the needs around you 

so pressing is… well, truly I am at a loss for 

words, but I feel as though I have just been 

hugged in a way that only the Body of Christ 

can do. Bless you! May the Lord in his great 

and incomprehensible dealings bless you all 

both personally and corporately as His in-

strument in Ashland. 

 

We continue to pray with heart wrenching 

passion for your testimony in Ashland and 

for the so many lost souls that live within the 

light of your house…” 

 

This is part of an email response from our brother 

Joel Freitas working for God in Kyrgyzstan with his 

wife and family.  While the extra funds are important 

for meeting real needs you should notice the priority 

that Joel is praying for us and for him—for the suc-

cess of our testimony here in Ashland.  May it be so 

Lord.  Amen.                                       Gene Stringer 

 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
“For God loved the world so much that 
he gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life. God sent his 
Son into the world not to judge the 
world, but to save the world through 
him.”         John 3:16-17 New Living Translation 

(Continued from page 5) 
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“People come. People go. Nothing ever 

happens”, one world-weary patron of 

Berlin's finest hotel comments. Well, we 

know better! It’s MGM’s 1932 “GRAND 

HOTEL”, chronicling the comings, go-

ings and intersecting stories of a dazzling 

array of MGM stars billed as "The greatest 

cast in stage or screen history," including 

Greta Garbo, John Barrymore, Joan Craw-

ford, Lionel Barrymore, Wallace Ber-

ry...just to name a few. Ruined aristocrat, 

terminally ill clerk, ruthless tycoon, 

scheming stenographer and disillusioned 

ballerina...gawrsh. And, this is when  

Garbo says her famous line:  “I vant to be 

ah-lone.” *sigh* 
 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the evening, so 

bring a hearty appetite. Tell all your friends and all the folks in line at 

the market about our marvelous family friendly event. The movies are 

FREE! Forget about the weather outside and come join us in our 

warm surroundings for an evening of great movies from another time. 

You know, movies were pretty swell before CGI and mindless may-

hem. 
 

There is NO charge for admission, but dona-

tions are gladly accepted. 
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. and the 

movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Ashland, Oregon 

Don’t Bet on Blondes 

Grand Hotel 

"PEOPLE COME. PEOPLE GO. NOTHING  
EVER HAPPENS"  DON'T BET ON IT!  

 

Saturday, February 16, 2013 We start our 

Valentine month with a light enjoyable 

Warner Brothers program from 1935. 

“DON'T BET ON BLONDES"   finds New 

York's biggest ex-bookmaker (Warren Wil-

liam) working at selling Speculative Insur-

ance, who must woo a fair-haired lovely, 

whose father he's guaranteed (a $50,000 poli-

cy) won't marry for three years. He must 

keep her from being altar bound with mar-

riage-minded Errol Flynn (in one of his earli-

est film roles) or pay out on the policy! Wil-

liam is ably supported by blonde Claire 

Dodd, dad Guy Kibbee, pal William Gargan 

and the world's champion husband caller (!?) Maude Eburne. 
 

After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-bar ads and the 

coming attraction previews for next month's presentation we are 

pleased to present a prime example of screen glamor and how the 

"stars" of Hollywood's Golden Age lite up the silver screen. 

 

 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


