
Cross Beams 

Change is Hard 
A familiar saying about some-
thing we usually try to avoid.  
Yet at times change is needed 
and even necessary.  Chris-
tian Church of Ashland is at 
such a point in time.  It was 
certainly hard for Abraham to 
leave the familiar settings he 
had long called home and go 
to a place known only to God.  
It was because he dared to 
step out on a journey into the 
unknown that he is listed 
prominently in Hebrews 11 as father of the faithful.   
In like manner we now must leave the familiar and comfortable 
behind and head into a new and unknown future known only to 
God.  It will mean learning some new things and exercising new 
muscles.  It will be hard but that is not all. 
Change can be an exciting adventure.  As Abraham traveled with 
his entourage they probably saw many new sights and wonderful 
vistas.  There were mountains to climb, dry lands to cross and riv-
ers to ford.  In the end they arrived at their destination.  Then they 
discovered that the land was already occupied and there were still 
many questions left unanswered in the promises received from 
God (Genesis 12).   
Change also involves uncertainty.  It would be a mistake to think 
we know exactly what God has in store for Christian Church of Ash-
land in our future.  But there are some promises that we can be 
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Men Alive 
Monday morning at the Iron 
Skillet in Phoenix is where 
we gather starting around 
7:45 AM.  You will find us in 
the newly remodeled atri-
um enjoying a cup of coffee 
while waiting for our orders 
to arrive.  We begin by 
reading Sam Stone’s com-
mentary from The Lookout 
magazine giving us an over-
view of the passage of the 
day.  Often this will start a 
discussion and a time of 
sharing.  After we read the 
passage under study we dig 
deeper into its meaning and 
application to our lives.  
Shortly after 9 AM we con-
clude with prayer.  We hope 
you will be there next Mon-
day.  It is a great way to 
begin the week. 

Finding a new pastor can be a challenging and rewarding task.  Usually 

it starts with a small representative group, a pulpit committee, select-

ed from the congregation.  They work together to design and carry out 

the selection process.  Since most members have limited experience in 

this job the first thing is some training on what needs to be done and 

how it should be done.  The result is the recommendation of a candi-

date to the congregation.  The ultimate decision on hiring is the re-

sponsibility of the congregation.  Our by-laws describe the details.  

Need to see a copy? 

 

Saints Alive 
This coming Saturday is February 1st 

which makes it the first Saturday of the 

month and we all know that means a 

great breakfast gathering at the Iron 

Skillet in Phoenix. This is open to all 

(you don’t need to be a Saint). Bring a 

joke or funny story and a friend. We get 

started at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, February 

1, 2014. 

“Finding a new pastor can be a challenging and rewarding task.” 

Pulpit Committee  

certain about.  Time and 
again God directs his serv-
ants to be strong and take 
courage in the face of what 
may seem to be insur-
mountable obstacles.  Take 
a look for yourself.  Find a 
verse that challenges you to 
persevere as we move for-
ward together.  There are 
many to choose from.  
In the months ahead we 
may experience all of these 
feelings about change and 

even a few more.  However, 
we have the unlimited re-
sources of God to help us 
through any adversity to His 
planned destination.  Our 
job is to step out faithfully 
while being strong and cou-
rageous.   He will guide our 
steps.  Our trust is in the 
Lord. 
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39 Plus 
39 Plus   We will have a short 
meeting to discuss our future 
on Wednesday February 5th, 
10 am, at Betty Lillibridge’s 
home.  In addition, we will play 
a game or two and end with 
prayer.   Please let Betty know 
if you are going to attend so 
she can prepare pastries and 
beverages for the entire group.  
(2315 Lupine Drive.  Phone 541 
482-9653).  “Ya’ll come!”    
Betty Lillibridge 

Rogue Riders 
For over a decade we have 
traveled near and far seeking 
out interesting places to visit 
each month. If this is to contin-
ue we need someone willing to 
take on the responsibility of 
finding and planning these 
outings. Suggested sites are 
already coming in to the office 
such as Dogs for the Deaf, 
Crater Lake, Sanctuary One and 
Wildlife Images. If you would 
like to see this continue please 
pray about possibly becoming 
the new coordinator. Contact 
the office for more into.    Brad 

February  Potluck 
Each month we look forward to 
our informal gathering on the 
4th Sunday. Come and join in 
good fellowship and good food 
in the Fellowship Hall on Febru-
ary 23rd after the service. 

Our monthly potluck is just 
that… “potluck”. It’s whatever 
the Good Lord leads you to 
bring. There are always plenty 
of choices on the tables to 
choose from! 

Looking for a place to serve. 
How about helping set up or 
clean up. No previous experi-
ence required.           Brad 

Meet Frank and Virginia Musgrave 
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Frank and Virginia Musgrave are native Oregonians who were reared in Sa-
lem.  Frank attended Northwest Christian College and then returned to his 
home church to be the Assistant Minister there for seven years.  While 
there he and Virginia, a student at Oregon College of Education, met and 
were married.  They then traveled to East Tennessee so Frank could attend 
Emmanuel School of Religion (now Emmanuel Christian Seminary), where 
he crammed a three year program into five.  
 
From Emmanuel they moved to 
Chehalis WA to minister for nine 
years with the First Christian 
Church there.  From there they 
spent seven years with the Harris-
burg (OR) Christian Church, and 
then fourteen years with the First 
Christian Church of Pomeroy WA, 
from which they retired from full-
time ministry in 2010. For twenty 
months following his retirement 
Frank served part-time as Emman-
uel's representative in the North-
west.   
 
The Musgraves have been married for 39 years and have two chil-
dren.  Their daughter, Shannon, and her husband, Aaron, live in Eugene 
OR.  Their son, Christopher, after serving six years in the Coast Guard, is a 
freshman at LeTourneau University in Longview TX 
 
 

“Love Your Neighbor” Dinner 
“Love Your Neighbor” dinner (sounds like fun, huh!) will be on Sat. Feb 8th 

at 5:00 pm in our Fellowship Hall.   We’ll feed you, entertain you and more 

surprises.   
 

The last day for signing up will be Sunday, February 2nd.  Meanwhile, find 

the sign up folder (red folder) in the library.  If you need to cancel or change 

your reservation please call me at 541 482 9653.  This dinner is not a pot-

luck, but a prepared dinner especially for YOU.  Donations will be gratefully 

accepted however they are not necessary for you to attend.   Hope to see 

YOU February 8th at the “Love Your Neighbor” dinner.   

 Lovingly,     Betty L.    

Frank and Virginia Musgrave 

29Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: 

‘Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only 

LORD.30 And you must love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your 

strength. 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is greater 

than these.”         Mark 12:29-31 NLT 
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“Truth is a vital requirement not only for the individu-
als who would have a good life but for free societies 
that would remain free.” 

I appear by name in both the Old 
and New Testaments.  I was born 
the illegitimate son of a respect-
ed leader in Israel.  My brothers 
regarded me with disdain and 
fear since I was also a noted war-
rior.  They kicked me out of our 
home.  A group of riff-raff joined 
my company and for a time we 
traveled around together.  When 
war broke out in our land those 
who had kicked me out came 

running asking for my help to 
overcome our enemies.  I agreed 
but with conditions.  Thus I be-
came the head of our land and 
leader of the army that eventual-
ly defeated our enemies.  Howev-
er, I was careless with my mouth.  
Before entering a final battle I 
made an ill-advised covenant 
with God which cost me greatly 
and made me very sad.   
Who am I?  

Time For Truth: Living Free in a World 
of Lies, Hype & Spin by Os Guinness 
 
The copyright is 2000, a time that is 
infamous for lies, hype & spin perpe-
trated on us by then president of the 
United States, Clinton.  Guinness excels 
in pursuing this thread to the present. 
 
Interesting examples abound.  Numer-
ous cases are examined where these 
untruths (lies) have been accepted by a 
vast segment of our society.  It seems 
that the moral fiber of our country and 
the rest of the world have become 
weaker because of the acceptance of 
these lies.  “Truth is a vital requirement 
not only for the individuals who would 
have a good life but for free societies 
that would remain free.” 
 
Guinness describes seven habits of 
Postmodern lying: “Pride of Mind, Par-
titioning, People-Pleasing, Posturing, 
Prevarication, Power-Plays, and Per-
sonalizing.”  It invites self-evaluation. 
There are many Bible references that 

make the case for living a life of truth 
and reveal the consequences for falling 
into the pit of lies. We all have either 
perpetrated lies and/or been deceived 
by those who have perfected the art. 
 
Guinness concludes with a helpful di-
agnosis of the degeneration toward 
living-the-lies which he labels “seven 
degrees of descent.” The steps on the 
downward path of dishonesty are 
“simply sin”, “self-protection”, 
“habituation”, “self-deception”, 
“rationalization”, “technique”, and 
finally the bottom step, “morality is 
turned upside down”. 
 
Jesus said it best, “if you are truly my 
disciples; you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.” 
 
I highly recommend this well refer-
enced book which includes a wealth of 
ideas from Os Guinness and others. It 
will be very useful for all. 
 
Doyle Cornwell 
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Bible Mystery Man  

Book Review—Time for Truth 

 
 
 

February Birthdays 
 
  1  - Summer Witte 

  5  - Christopher Sultan 

12  - Jessica Witt 

13  - Jose Villalobos 

14  - Neil Gosswiller 

15  - Emily McKinney 

16  - William (Bill) Dooms 

18  - Aaron Witte 

19  - Dona Heath 

28  - Nathanael Rogers 

28 - Sean Rogers 

 

 
 
February Anniversaries 
 

None 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed 

your birthday or anniversary 

please let me know so I can update 

my calendar and include them in 

the future.  If I have included any 

that you would like removed 

please let me know that also.  Just 

send corrections to the church 

office.        Brad 
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(Gary Cooper) who 
intends to commit 
suicide over the sorry 
state of mankind. 
However, the story 
takes on a life of its 
own and as it spreads, 
a grass roots move-
ment develops to 
prevent this suicide, 
and then spins out of 
control. 1941's "MEET JOHN DOE" is loaded with plot twists 
and unexpected events and social commentary. The all-star 
cast features Walter Brennan, Edward Arnold and a host of 
Golden Age players. It's one of the greats. No foolin'! 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the 
evening, so bring a hearty appetite. Be sure to tell your family, 
friends and neighbors about this family friendly presentation. 

  
The movies are FREE! There's NO charge for admission, 

but donations are gladly accepted.  
  

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 
and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 
 

DEATH-DEFYING AERIAL STUNTS AND A GRASS 
ROOTS MOVEMENT!  

        Saturday, February 15, 2014 

    The flight carrying a scientist and his 
secret new high-explosive falls into the 
hands of unscrupulous villains, and it's 
up to ace pilot Bob "Three Star" Halsey 
(Lyle Talbot) to find the thieves and also 
rescue his stewardess sweetheart Judy 
(Ann Dvorak) who has been kidnapped 
by the vile miscreants. It's 1934's 
"MURDER IN THE CLOUDS" and it fea-
tures some impressive death-defying 
stunt flying...all in a mere 61 minutes. 

Whew! 
After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-bar 

ads and nostalgic coming attractions we are pleased to pre-
sent a classic, brilliantly realized and directed by the legendary 
Frank Capra. 

Reporter Ann Mitchell (Barbara Stanwyck) fabricates a 
story about a fictional character that she names John Doe 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


