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   Songwriter Brewster Higley longed 

for a home with few discouraging 

words.  Had he lived in Northern Wis-

consin his song may have included 

pigs and chickens rather than deer and 

antelope.  Dad built a sturdy house for 

my FFA and 4H projects…a dozen 

hogs.  He wisely slanted the roof to 

the south and covered it with dark 

shingles to collect warm rays on those 

frigid winter days.  It was on the roof 

of that pig house that I sprawled with 

just a light jacket, even in February, 

enjoying  peaceful solitude on sunny 

days…with seldom a discouraging 

word.   

 

I often long for those supreme mo-

ments of uncomplication.  Even a faint 

touch of swine perfume can have me 

pondering those days of simplicity and 

calm.  It was like touching the hem of 

heaven.  In the outdoors, even now, 

the sun on my face has me nearly 

hearing the grunts of my sow and her 

huddling young ones.  Ah, and the 

faint cluck of a chicken.  Umm…angel 

wings too? 

 

Still I doubt that driving back to the 

place of my youth (and even mounting 

the pig house) would produce similar 

joy.  Life was uncomplicated.  That 

was simply the spot where it all came 

to bear on me.  Is there a ‘place’ of 

peace for us when no such ‘place’ is to 

be found?  Hymn writers have us sing-

ing tributes to Jesus as our hiding 

place, our rest.  I built a wooden horse 

for Tiffany’s kids, and secured a real 

saddle to its back.  Popcorn Pony was 

a dandy.  Kile told me that if he closed 

his eyes Popcorn Pony could take him 

anywhere he wanted.  I have found 

that to be true with Jesus.  Close my 

eyes and  ‘anywhere with Jesus I can 

safely go’.   

 

Believers in war torn lands find peace 

and hope despite unwelcome horrific 

sounds and sights... because Jesus is 

there in the thick of life…despite the 

surrounding chaos.  Indeed, it is not 

only along some remote stream or 

mountain meadow that he waits for us. 

Certainly it is wonderful to find a 

haunt where the setting reflects  our 

inside condition. But no cabin in the 

woods will produce peace when the 

heart isn’t settled.  You’ll need ‘just a 

closer walk with thee’ for your core to 

find real satisfaction. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sunday Morning sermons but there is still more ma-

terial in our textbook BIBLE OVERVIEW which 

many have purchased from Rose Publishing ($10).  

There is a chapter for nearly every book in the Bible.  

So now we go back and fill in some of the missing 

pieces in the story of the Bible.  If you are interested 

in joining our lively discussions it is easy to do.  Ar-

rive in the Fellowship Hall before 9:30 am on Sun-

day with your Bible and textbook handy.  If you 

come a bit early you can converse with some of the 

other class members over cup of coffee and have a 

bite of breakfast.  Hope to see you there.  Gene 

 

NEW SERMON SERIES HAS A 

PRAYER 
A canoe trip down a stretch of the Lower Rogue Riv-

er was on my mind.  It was to be a sacred canoe drift 

for 17 men, with an emphasis on prayer. A few miles 

north of Grants Pass, on the way home from teaching 

a class in Roseburg, it was as if God grabbed the 

steering wheel and had me stopping alongside the 

freeway to make notes.  Really.  That evening God 

gave me insights into prayer which have benefitted 

thousands over the years.  The daily journey involves 

seven stops…each one requiring serious thought, 

worship, confession and surrender.  The men were 

changed by their wilderness experience with God.  

So was I. 

 

Beginning Sunday, March 10, I’ll begin a series of 

sermons focusing on those same vital steps to 

‘personal righteousness and usefulness’.  Perhaps 

you’ll find the journey to be a blessing. I’ve had the 

joy of sharing this with Christians in Chile, Peru and 

numerous western USA churches.  Testimonies 

abound of believers growing in their closeness to 

God.  Give God the glory. 

 

Now I plan to lead our congregation on a two month 

emphasis on powerful prayer. At the end of our trek 

I’ll see to it that everyone has a tool for keeping on 

track and consistent in this daily journey.  Starts 

March 10.  See you in church.  Jim   

 

COMPASSIONATE ACTION…

MOVING DAY 
Ready to provide a little loving service for a single 

lady on her moving day?  Give the pastor a call if 

BREAKFAST WITH CLASS…EVERY 

SUNDAY 
It’s really a huge mix of blessings…the Sunday 

morning Bible school class at a Mexican restaurant.  

El Tapatio serves up a fine breakfast at a modest 

price.  The company is superb.  The instructors have 

years and years of teaching experience.  The subject 

matter is tops.  And the time of class doesn’t inter-

fere with our schedules.  You are heading to Sunday 

worship, right?  Nine o’clock is not so early, true?  

You long for a sorting-out of the Old Testament, per-

haps?  Who doesn’t eat a bit of breakfast? So the 

Themes and Perspectives of the OT course seems 

made to order. 

 

Tom Brown and I get things rolling at 9:15, so that 

means you’ll want to arrive earlier if you plan to en-

joy  breakfast.  I buy everyone’s coffee.  So if that is 

all you want, the morning involves no cash.   New-

comers are welcome, of course.   Sunday morn-

ings…see you soon. 

Jim Larsen and Tom Brown 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE 

—THE STORY CONTINUES. 
We have finished our Sunday School class series 

tracking the 21 stories that Jim has been using for his 

Escape the hustle of daily life?  Get away to a place 

where the pulse and pace slow some?  Go for it.  En-

joy.  We all need regular doses of that.  But when 

you get back home life won’t have changed that 

much.  For lasting tranquility in disquieting times 

you’ll need the calming hand of heaven and an inside 

job by the Holy Spirit. 

 

The pig house might have therapeutic value…but 

only if Jesus is there as well. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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you have an hour or so available for sharing your 

strength, truck, moving skills on Saturday morning, 

March 16.  Jim…541-890-3209.     

 

POTLUCK IN MARCH 
For March only, a more formal potluck will be held 

on Sunday March 17th after Sunday Services. 

With it falling on St. Patrick's Day instead of wear-

ing of the green, we will have the bringing of the 

greens! Please bring your favorite salad, whether it 

be a main dish, side or dessert salad.  

 

A-K bring a salad topping or dressing L-Z bring a 

dessert item. Chicken will be provided for a top-

ping. Invite a friend to share in the festivities! 

 

REAL MEN FLEX 
 Our fine Monday Morning gents have made the 

big move.  At least for a while we’ll be hunkering 

down for breakfast, the lesson, prayer and fellow-

ship at the Iron Skillet…at 8 a.m.  Who knows…if 

our old haunt reopens we may be scooting back 

over there.  But until further notice, come on by the 

Petro Truck  Stop and head to the back of the res-

taurant.  Order from the menu or graze at the buf-

fet.  The menu is complete and the portions fit for 

truck drivers.  See you in Phoenix (Oregon!). 

 

LATE SUMMER ENCAMPMENT…

ROGUE RENDEZVOUS 
I’m inviting a good mix of folk to join me for a few 

days of camping and fishing on the Lower Rogue 

River.  Care to join us?  A fly fishing buddy will 

offer some casting lessons.  Dutch oven cookery 

will be taught as well.  I’m personally using these 

days as a prayer retreat and will gladly assist you in 

making this a wonderful time with God.  Just imag-

ine…camping with friends, old and new.  Details 

are sketchy at the moment, but you may wish to jot 

the dates down now…Thursday through Monday…

August 22-26. 

 

Perhaps you’ll want to invite a friend, cousin or 

neighbor to spend a few splendid days with you in 

the outdoors.  Non-campers may desire to rent 

quarters in Gold Beach, driving to camp as desired. 

We’ll be within minutes of the Pacific Ocean and a 

stone’s throw of the fabled river.  Salmon will be 

lingering in the mouth of the river.  Hiring a guide 

or pulling your own boat will greatly improve your 

chances of netting a wily Chinook Salmon, but 

bank fishing is pretty common too.  Let me know if 

you want to be kept abreast of details.   Jim L 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST…BRING A 

FRIEND 
Eggs Benedict 

anybody? Ber-

ry crepes, per-

haps?  A fruit 

bowl?  Ah, 

and orange 

juice too! 

Easter Sunday 

(March 31) 

will be mighty 

fine and in-

spiring.  Now 

we add a special breakfast to complete the day.  

Breakfast will be served in Fellowship Hall from 9 

to 10:15.  A donation basket will welcome your 

dollars to help with expenses. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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ROGUE RIDERS VISIT THE GRASS 

SHACK 
Although a trek to Hawaii would be appreciated by 

our happy band of traveling/dining crew, the next 

best thing is a trip to Phoenix’s Grass Shack.  This 

special eatery is located in the Outlet Mall across the 

freeway from the Iron Skillet.  So…swing by the 

church at 11 or go directly to the restaurant by 11:30.  

We are in for a good time.  Tasty Hawaiian dishes 

are made to order, but the wait is well worth our 

while.  So…Wednesday…March 20…The Grass 

Shack…You! 

 

SAINTS ALIVE AND GIGGLING  

We spend enough time worrying about the world’s 

troubles, don’t we?  How about an hour or so of in-

dulging in truck stop fare, comic relief and a few 

hugs and handshakes?  Come on over to the Iron 

Skillet on the First Saturday of March…the 2nd.  The 

official start is 9, but some arrive earlier to get a head 

start. The Iron Skillet is at the Petro Truck Stop in 

Phoenix, just off the freeway.  Be sure to get the sen-

iors discount.  Show your AAA card to save even 

more. 

 

ARBOR PLACE…SUNDAYS AT 3 
Thanks to Lesslea Gosswiller for showing up on 

Sunday afternoons to help with our 3 pm service at 

this assisted living site.  We sing along to the likes of 

Tennessee Ford and the Gaithers.  The volume goes 

Bring a friend.  Perhaps you’d like to offer transpor-

tation?  A team is being assembled to man/woman 

the kitchen. Sunday worship will include special mu-

sic by our Easter Choir. And children singing too! 

Everyone is encouraged to bring some flowers for 

the Flowering Cross.  For many years we’ve been 

transforming the instrument of horrible suffering into 

an object of beauty. 

 

Easter…Sunday…March 31…Breakfast 9-10:15…

Worship at 10:45  

 

OLD TIME MOVIES 
How many hundreds of movie watchers have sat in 

our auditorium viewing classic movies?  We have 

hosted Ashland’s Old Time Movie Night for over 10 

years, right?  Mike shows those great flicks every 

Third Saturday night.  We serve great popcorn and 

huge polish dogs (and hot dogs).  Tom Killian is 

quick to fill orders for soft drinks.  Friends from all 

over the Rogue Valley file in, eager to see Betty Gra-

ble, Charlie Chan, Clark Gable or any of a hundred 

other stars of the silver screen.  Oldsters attend.  

Families find this to be amazing entertainment.  And 

friendships are formed.  Don’t you just love it! 

 

39PLUS AT JANE WIENECKE’S 

HOME…MARCH 13 
Get ready for a 

couple of changes, 

good people.  In 

March our 39PLUS 

gang will meet on 

the second 

Wednesday.  Sec-

ondly, our meeting 

place will be at 

Mountain View 

Estates (next to the 

old Talent 

Walmart).  Jane 

Wienecke will host 

our event at her 

home…333 Mt View Drive, Space 54.  Bring your 

Bible, a solid sense of competition for our card 

game…and an appetite.  Games start at 10…Jim’s 

Bible study launches at 11…lunch is at high noon. 

 

Wednesday, March 13…10 AM…All are welcome. 
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up and the whole bunch is singing along.  Jim brings 

a brief message and leads the group in prayer.  May-

be the very best part of this is the ‘after’ time of fel-

lowship.  Come on by and meet some oldsters.  Hold 

a hand.  Listen to a story.  Share a hug.  Arbor Place 

is on Juanipero, a few blocks off of North Phoenix 

Road in Medford. 

 

JACKSON HOUSE…SUNDAYS AT 2 
Those who want to spend some time visiting with 

our elderly friends at Jackson House in Talent.  The 

schedule at Jackson house says Pastor Jim at 2, but 

arrival is actually more like 1:45.  Thanks to Janice 

and Irma for sharing their love just recently.  We 

may outnumber the residents who show up, but that 

is just dandy. 

 

THIRD PRINTING…JIM’S BOOKLET 

OF DEVOTIONS 
It isn’t too late to get a copy of Pastor Jim’s booklet 

of his weekly column in Ashland’s Daily Tidings 

newspaper.  Ten dollars will secure a collection of 

his 52 writings from 2012…and every penny goes 

directly into our church’s Benevolence Fund.  

Friends from around the valley, state and country 

have  purchased this little book.  You might like it 

too.  Make your check out to the Christian Church of 

Ashland.  If you live out of the area we’ll gladly put 

a copy in the mail and pay for postage. 

 

ZUMBA EXERCISE 
Lori Jo Marlia-Larsen invites ladies to an evening 

Zumba exercise time…Mondays at 6:30, Wednes-

days and Fridays at 6:00.  Join her and others in our 

Fellowship Hall.  Enter from the corner door.  No 

charge. 

 

CHURCH CLEANING  
Thanks to all who have volunteered to do their share 

of vacuuming and other cleaning in these recent 

months.  The sign-up sheet is always in the church 

library.  Need a little direction on what is included in 

being Janitor of the Week?  Such help is available.  

When these duties are shared by many people the 

tasks are quite manageable.  

 

OUTSIDE THE WALLS…OUT OF 

THE ORDINARY FRIENDSHIPS 
Jesus told his disciples that ‘the children of darkness 

are more shrewd than the children of light’.  Quite 

simply, this seems to mean that people with evil in-

tentions are more intent on thinking up creative ways 

to accomplish their goals than people with good in-

tentions.  If a guy really wants to rob a bank…he’ll 

find a way to do it, even it involves explosives and a 

bulldozer.  Kind-hearted souls may not be as in-

ventive in dreaming up ways to reach and serve oth-

ers.  Sharing the faith fits into this.  Creativity and 

shrewdness need not be viewed as anti-Jesus or oper-

ating by the flesh. 

 

So we seek ways to be light and salt in our world.  

That means operating outside the walls of the 

church…out where people live.  And Jesus is our 

model for this.  He recruited his cadre of disciples at 

the boat dock, in the market place…out and about.  

We live in an artsy community.  So we show valued 

movies.  Ours is an outdoorsy culture…so we invite 

friends to join us for breakfast, not at the church but 

at some airy venue.  This isn’t about entertainment 

but cultivating relationships where relationships have 

room to sprout and grow…eating and working to-

gether. 

 

I applaud our church for catching the vision of such a 

view of kingdom living.  Watch the newsletter and 

you’ll see evidence of this perspective expressed 

over and over.  Jim L 

 

FIVE MONTHS OF OUTDOOR 

BREAKFASTS  
You! First we en-

joyed a breakfast or 

two, cooked out at 

Emigrant Lake. Was 

that enough? No…

you wanted more…

more. So here we 

are…whipping up 

hash browns, eggs to 

order, biscuits and 

gravy…not 4 but 5 times each year…starting in May 

and ending the last Saturday of September.  Satisfied 

now?  What’s next…peppered bacon and waffles?  

(Continued on page 6) 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
  3  - Karen Larsen 

26  - Irma Potter 

27  - Brad Fish 

30  - Charity Gosswiller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
14  - Jerry and Janie Moore 

30  - Bill and Jean Dooms 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

Okay, have it your way.  Grilled onions to top it all 

off?  Make our day!  Put these dates in your calen-

dar…in ink:  

Saturdays—May 25, June 29, July 27, August 31, 

and September 28. 

 

We suppose you’re expect-

ing hot coffee, hot chocolate 

with whipped cream, orange 

juice and stuff like that too.  

My oh my! You’d better 

bring a few bucks for the 

donation jar…and a little 

more for parking. Consider 

yourself warned.  No substi-

tutions, please.  And did we 

make this clear…everyone 

is invited to these jolly 

feasts. 

 

Where: Emigrant Lake  

Jim Larsen, Jerry Moore and Earl Rogers 

 

SPRING CLEANING AT 2ND AND B 

MARCH 16TH… 
Come help with the spring cleaning to get our build-

ing  ready for the Easter season.  We will do lots of 

dusting, polishing, straightening, de-webbing, 

sweeping, ant chasing plus some carpet spot cleaning 

and outdoor spiffing. Come with willing hands and 

heart, your own gloves, and any tool you think would 

be helpful.  A list of jobs and supplies will be set up 

in the downstairs fellowship hall.  We start at 9:30 

with a very short prayer/praise time.  Bring a sack 

lunch if you are willing to stay past noon if need-

ed.  The coffee pot will be ready too.  Do you have 

suggestions about what needs done? If so, please e-

mail prayer@cc-ashland.org, post on The Table, or 

call the office at 541-482-1561 and leave a message. 

 

BONNIE MAULSBY GRADUATES TO 

GLORY 
Just as we go to print word has been received that 

Bonnie Maulsby has passed away, after a long bout 

of illness.  God bless you, dear, dear lady…and may 

God comfort your family.  John and Cheryl are plan-

ning a service for their family and a few friends. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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The legendary romantic comedy, 
Columbia's 1934 "IT HAPPENED ONE 
NIGHT" with Clark Gable as a hot shot 
reporter after a story, Claudette Colbert as 
a runaway heiress and love that develops 
on a bus trip that includes hitch-hiking 
travails, the "Walls of Jericho" and several 
memorable scenes that remain fresh and 
delightful in this enchanting romantic com-
edy that hasn't aged a bit. The great cast 
includes Walter Connolly, Roscoe Karns, 
Alan Hale and Ward Bond. To think that 
Gable was upset that MGM loaned him to 
Columbia to make a little picture that became a timeless comedy. 
Who knew?? 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the even-
ing, so don't worry if you haven't had dinner yet. Spread the word 
amongst friends and family about our fun family friendly event. The 
movies are FREE! Join us for an evening of great movies from anoth-
er time, when Hollywood made movies that didn't depend on CGI 
effects and mindless mayhem. You won't be disappointed.    

 

There is NO charge for admission, 

but donations are gladly accepted. 
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 

p.m. and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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The Case of the Black Cat 

It Happened One Night 

WHO DONE IT?! and THE WALLS OF JERICHO!  
Saturday, March 16, 2013 We start our 
evening of "March Madness" with "THE 
CASE OF THE BLACK CAT," a 1936 Warn-
er Bros. mystery thriller starring Ricardo Cor-
tez as the second actor to ever portray the 
master litigator and detective, Perry Mason, 
on the motion picture screen. It's a tale of a 
trio of murders, a treasure hunt and a shriek-
ing feline, the ingredients of an enjoyable 
Perry Mason mystery. With a fine supporting 
cast of Warner Bros. players, this film will be 
of particular interest to those who only know 
Perry Mason as portrayed by Raymond Burr 

in the long running TV series begun over 20 years later. Grab your 
thinking caps and follow the clues and see if you can figure out "who 
done it" before Perry and Della do. 

After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-bar ads and 
coming attraction previews of next month's presentation we are 
pleased to bring to our silver screen the first film to win all five major 
Oscars: Picture, Actor, Actress, Director and Screenplay. 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


