
Cross Beams 

 
I admit it.  I like to fish.  There is 

something very satisfying to the 

soul on being close to sky, shore 

and water.  Add to that the expecta-

tion of a fish taking notice of various 

enticements presented in a creative 

manner.  The gentle nibble or the 

strike is always a surprising reward 

for the patience of waiting.  Then 

there is the challenge of skillfully 

working the fish into the net and 

bringing it onboard.  How sad it is when the catch is lost.  Have you ever lost a 

small fish?  No way.  It is only the “big” ones that get away. 

 

But there is something even sadder—a 

fish that gets away after being landed.  

Last spring I took a friend fishing.  Almost 

immediately he hooked and boated a 

very nice Rainbow.  We put it on the 

stringer and back into the water.  My 

grandson was helping with the stringer 

so every time we moved to another fish-

ing spot he would carefully lift the fish 

into the boat and then place them again 

into the water at our new location.  At 

the end of the day we discovered a horri-

ble thing.  The stringer had not been well 

secured to the boat so it finally dropped 
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Fishing!  Fishing! 

That’s the life for me! 

I get high on ichthyology! 

You cast your line and reel ‘em in 

You cast your line and reel ‘em in. 

Be sure to wear your gloves, 

Or else they’ll cut you with a fin! 

Lyrics go with chorus from  
"Funiculì, Funiculà" 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PG4SbelgIFk


Congregational Self-
Study Form 
As part of our work in find-
ing a new pastor, the pas-
tor nominating committee 
would like your input in 
describing our church as 
you presently experience 
it. We would like your 
thoughts about its 
strengths, its weaknesses, 
the needs you foresee for 
our church in the next five 
to ten years, the priorities 
you think our next pastor 
should have, and the qual-
ities you believe he should 
possess.  

Contact the church office 
and we will be happy to 
send you a survey form to 
complete. If you prefer 
you can go to www.cc-
ashland.org/cssf and fill 
out a form on-line. The 
form is sent anonymously 
unless you include your 
name and/or email.  

We have been blessed to have several members of CCA who 
have graciously accepted to serve on the Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC). These members have volunteered to serve 
and give the best of themselves in the process of finding a new 
Pastor. This is a complex process and may take months of ser-
vice before a suitable candidate is found. They WILL be asking 
for your help and know you will give it generously. 
 
The members of the PNC are: Lynda Bell, Brad Fish, Lesslea 
Gosswiller, Neil Gosswiller, Ted Killian, Brian M-L, Emily Rogers 
and Gene Stringer. Frank Musgrave serves as our advisor and 
consultant as someone outside the congregation. 
 
They would love to hear from you so please feel free to contact 
any member and share your thoughts. Maybe you know some-
one who knows someone, etc. It takes a village...Please remem-
ber to keep our church, the PNC, our interim pastor (Frank), and 
whomever our new pastor may be in your prayers. 

How has your fishing been lately?  Do you need some fishing  
lessons?  We are here to help. 

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 

into the bottom of the lake.  My 

friend had lost his prize winning 

Rainbow and we were all very 

sad.   

 

Well dear reader, you probably 

realize I am not really talking 

just about fishing here.  It is a 

parable of life.  Recall the words 

of our Lord and Savior to the 

disciples.   

 

 

 

Passing alongside the 

Sea of Galilee, he saw  

Simon and Andrew the 

brother of Simon casting 

a net into the sea, for 

they were fishermen. 

And Jesus said to them, 

"Follow me, and I will 

make you become fishers 

of men." And immediate-

ly they left their nets and 

followed him.   

 
(Mark 1:16-18) 

(Continued from page 1) 
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“Two things are in process as we seek the Lord’s will for a 
new pastor.  1) The Lord is preparing the new pastor and  
2) The Lord is preparing our congregation”                
words of wisdom from a previous pastor search—Brad Fish 



39 Plus 
39 Plus   We will have a 
short meeting to discuss our 
future on Wednesday March 
5th, 10 am, at Betty Lil-
libridge’s home.  In addition, 
we will play a game or two 
and end with prayer.   Please 
let Betty know if you are 
going to attend so she can 
prepare pastries and bever-
ages for the entire group.  
(2315 Lupine Drive.  Phone 
541 482-9653).  “Ya’ll 
come!”    Betty Lillibridge 
 

Spiritual Gifts Class  
Spiritual Gifts Class Please 
join us for a time of learning 
about our spiritual gifts. We 
are the body, made of many 
members with different 
functions. Discover how you 
are uniquely made, blessed 
with God-given abilities to 
be a blessing within our 
church family and out in the 
world. This is a one day only 
class, but it is being offered 
several different days to 
provide the opportunity for 
as many member as possible 
to attend. Wednesday, Feb. 
26th at 3p.m. Friday, Feb. 
28th at 7p.m. Tuesday, Mar. 
4th at 6:30p.m. Saturday, 
Mar. 8th at 9a.m. 
 

Saints Alive 
This coming Saturday is 
March 1st which makes it 
time for a great breakfast 
gathering at the Iron Skillet in 
Phoenix. This is open to all 
(you don’t need to be a Saint). 
Bring a joke or funny story 
and a friend. We get started 
at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, March 
1, 2014.  

Board Notes 
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The Church Board met February 9, 2014  
 
Items discussed: 
 
Annual Meeting Thursday, April 17, 2014  

 Plans are for meal provided with an emphasis on the Passover 
since it is on Maunday Thursday. 

 The traditional Jewish ceremony will be part of the evening  
activities. 

 Reservations are required for the meal as it will be provided by 
the Church. 

 There will be a short business meeting and the election of  
officers. 

 
The Church website was discussed and a number of changes were 
suggested and changes were made during the meeting. 
 
Easter service was discussed and it was decided to continue the 
Flower covered cross, and special music is desired. 
 
An all church prayer moment idea was presented where all of the 
church is encouraged to pray each day of the week at noon. 
 
The idea of having a Fifth Sunday program in the evening where we 
can have presentations of talents of people was discussed. Maybe 
the different groups of the congregation can take turns coordinating 
the program.  What do you think? 
 
It was decided to have a friend of Brian and Lori Jo from Peru, bring 
the sermon on March 23.  
 
For personal reasons, Earl Rogers tendered his resignation as a Dea-
con and Vice Chairman of the board and Ed Macauley was elected to 
take the position of Vice Chairman. 

Doyle Cornwell 

Mystery Person of the Bible for March  
 

I am a writer of a large part of the Bible but my name does not ap-

pear on any of the books.  After I had completed my writing chore it 

was destroyed by the king piece by piece in a fire.  After that I had to 

write it all again with some additional portions.  WHO AM I? 

(see the who our February man was on page 6) 



Men Alive 
Monday morning at the Iron 
Skillet in Phoenix is where 
we gather starting around 
7:45 AM.  You will find us in 
the newly remodeled atri-
um enjoying a cup of coffee 
while waiting for our orders 
to arrive.  We begin by 
reading Sam Stone’s com-
mentary from The Lookout 
magazine giving us an over-
view of the passage of the 
day.  Often this will start a 
discussion and a time of 
sharing.  After we read the 
passage under study we dig 
deeper into its meaning and 
application to our lives.  
Shortly after 9 AM we con-
clude with prayer.  We hope 
you will be there next Mon-
day.  It is a great way to 
begin the week.  

In 1898 founding elder E. E. Washburn signed the charter of Christian Church 

of Ashland.  He saw the need for a Christian Church in the young town.  Very 

little time passed until the church constructed a building on donated proper-

ty at the corner of 2nd and B Streets and there we have been ever since.  It is 

unlikely the Mr. Washburn would ever have believed that 116 years later his 

grandniece, Lois Wright would decide to join 

with us as our newest member.  

Lois resides on Morton Street and may be 

seen walking with her bicycle to/from CCA 

on Sundays.  She is a faithful participant in 

the 9:30 Sunday School class that meets in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Her thoughtful observa-

tions and suggestions based on her long ex-

perience in the faith add much to the class.  

She is a graduate of the University of Ore-

gon and lived as a child with her family in 

Costa Rica where she attended her early 

schooling.  She has many interesting stories 

to tell about her life.  Take a few minutes to 

get to know her.  You will be the richer for 

it. 

Welcome Lois to our fellowship.   

Christian Bumper Stickers 
Be ye fishers of men. You catch them—He’ll clean them 
If God is your Co-pilot—swap seats! 

Meet our newest member—Lois Wright   

Library 
You might have noticed the 
church library getting a makeo-
ver, and we're excited to an-
nounce some of the changes! 
Book titles (899 of them so far) 
are now available to search 
through online, with helpful de-
scriptions and organized by gen-
re, making it easy to find the 
perfect book to pick up after 
any Sunday service. Just go to 
www.cc-ashland.org and click 
on the Library tab. We're also 
working on a new way to show-
case some of our favorites in 

the library, so be on the lookout 
for some great displays and new 
titles while you enjoy “cookie 
time” after the service. Ques-
tions? Please contact Danielle or 
Lesslea, we're happy to help! 
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http://www.cc-ashland.org


PARTY POTATOES 
Wash and steam 5 medium red 
potatoes until a fork can be 
inserted.  Cool 

Meanwhile, mix:  1 and a half 
cups sour cream 

 1 can cream of chicken soup 

 1 cup grated cheddar cheese 

 one half to three quarters 
tsp, curry powder 

 salt and pepper to taste 

 3 large green onions, 
chopped 

Grate cooled potatoes into 
mixture 

Add  one fourth cup melted 
butter 

Stir well 

Put into greased 9 by 13 baking 
pan Place into preheated 375 
degree oven for about 40 
minutes.  Take out and sprinkle 
one half cup grated cheese 
over top.  Return to oven just 
until cheese has melted. ENJOY 

This dish can be frozen either 
before or after baking. 

Betty Lillibridge 

 

Remember to Pray 
Betty Lillibridge reminds every-
one who attended the “Love 
Your Neighbor” dinner to pray 
for the young person who’s 
name was on your placemat. 

Prayer 
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Prayer is perhaps the greatest tool God has given his people. Webster defines 
prayer as 1) An address to God in word or thought, 2) A set order of words used 
in praying, and 3) To address God with adoration, confession, supplication, or 
thanksgiving. Prayer is simply talking or communing with God. It's also a time to 
be still and listen to God (Psalm 46:10). Thus prayer, along with reading and 
studying the Bible (II Timothy 2:15, Acts 17:11, John 5:39) is vital to spiritual 
growth and our Christian walk. “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” ---- II Corin-
thians 5:7. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus instructs us in the Lord's Prayer 
(Matthew 6:1-3) the proper way to pray. The apostle Paul exhorted, “Pray with-
out ceasing.” ----1 Thessalonians 5:17. The great privilege of taking everything to 
God in prayer should be used daily (Hebrews 4:16). There is hope of seeking 
peace with God which passes all understanding (Psalm 86:3). Again, the apostle 
Paul lays emphasis on prayer in his Epistle to the church at Philippi: “Be careful 
for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all un-
derstanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” ---- Philippi-
ans 4: 6, 7 As the body of Christ (the church), we are to “bear ye one another's 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” ---- Galatians 6:7. Prayer is a mighty av-
enue towards edifying and fulfilling one another, because prayer produces inti-
macy. A family or church that prays together likewise stays together. The follow-
ing Biblical accounts confirm this:  
 

In Exodus we read where Moses went up to Mount Sinai in the presence of 
God to pray; a close relationship developed between them. Moses contin-
ues to pray and intercede for the Israelite nation after leading them from 
captivity and bondage in Egypt, enroute to Canaan, the Promised 
Land.  Prayer in this instance produced intimacy. 

Jesus became so intimate with God the Father in prayer that on the Mount of 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17 and Luke 9) the glory of the Father's pres-
ence shone through him. Later, in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus con-
tinues praying to the Father, even though he faces eventual death and 
crucifixion on Calvary's cross atop Golgotha Hill, outside the walls of Jeru-
salem.  Jesus says to Peter during this time of agony: “Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation, the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” ---- Matthew 26:41 

On the day of Pentecost, the disciples were endowed with power as they 
prayed together (Acts 1:14). Their prayer produced such an intimacy that 
they were “all with one accord” and their prayer of agreement brought 
power. (Acts Chapter 2). 

 
There is much indeed contained in the Holy Scriptures pertaining to prayer. Rela-
tionships between friends, married couples, Christian homes, and even Christian 
singles are maximized through daily devotion and prayer. James 4:8 states: 
“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.” It's a blessing to experience 
God's grace, redemption, and provision. Also, through God's grace honoring and 
living for our Lord Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:17). Therefore, let us continue in the 
word (John 8:32), take up our cross, deny ourselves, and follow him (Jesus) daily. 
And finally, let us hold steadfast in prayer (Acts 2:42). We ought always to pray 
and not lose heart (Luke 18:1). 

James A. “Jim” Farmer 



You will find him mentioned 

towards the end of Hebrews 

11, the moving summary of 

the heroes of faith.  In the 

Old Testament you can 

begin reading the account of 

his life in Judges 11.   

Ray Stedman has this to say 

about him as mentioned in 

Hebrews 11. 

Take each example in this chapter 

and you will see that it is one of 

action. Without exception these 

men and women were set to work 

by their faith. Their faith made 

them act in the present. There-

fore, faith is not passive, it is dy-

namic, forceful. Listen to the mag-

nificent summary here of the ac-

tions of faith. 

And what more shall I say? For 

time would fail me to tell of 

Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jeph-

thah, of David and Samuel 

and the prophets -- who 

through faith conquered king-

doms, enforced justice, re-

ceived promises, stopped the 

mouths of lions, quenched rag-

ing fire, escaped the edge of 

the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in 

war, put foreign armies to 

flight. Women received their 

dead by resurrection. Some 

were tortured, refusing to ac-

cept release, that they might 

6 

Our Bible Mystery Man for February  
was Jephthah   

 
 
 

March Birthdays 
 
26  - Irma Potter 

27  - Brad Fish 

30  - Charity Gosswiller 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March Anniversaries 
 

14  - Jerry and Janie Moore 

17  - Neil and Lesslea Gosswiller 

30  - Bill and Jean Dooms 

  

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed 

your birthday or anniversary 

please let me know so I can update 

my calendar and include them in 

the future.  If I have included any 

that you would like removed 

please let me know that also.  Just 

send corrections to the church 

office.        Brad 

rise again to a better life. 

(Hebrews 11:32-35 RSV) 

 

That is not poetry; that is history -- 
faith at work. The activities of faith 
have changed the course of history. 
Yet faith does not act blindly either, 
it is not just doing anything. It is 
made very clear in this chapter that 
faith evaluates, it weighs the possi-
bilities, the alternatives. Perhaps 
we could just as accurately put it, 
faith risks! One characteristic of 
faith is, it gladly sacrifices present 
advantage in order to gain the fu-
ture. It does not try to have its cake 
and eat it too. Therefore, it dash-
es  head-on with the common phi-
losophy of our day, "Get it now or 
you may never have another 
chance." 

The Believers Bible Com-

mentary includes this obser-

vation on Jephthah.   

In some ways Jephthah reminds us 

of the Lord Jesus: There was a 

shadow over his birth and he was 

rejected by his brethren. When 

they got into bondage they remem-

bered him and called upon him as 

their savior; and in agreeing to help 

the Gileadites, Jephthah agreed to 

be their savior but insisted on being 

their lord as well. 
 

A heart rending lesson about 

rash promises. 

Toward the end of Judges 11 Jeph-

thah makes a vow to God.  It pro-

vides a lesson for us to guard our 

tongues.  Various commentaries 

suggest alternative views on what 

actually happened to his daughter.  

We can be sure his heart 

sank within him when we 

realized he had sacrificed his 

own daughter by his careless 

words.  Careless words and 

deeds still get us into trou-

ble today.  James may have 

had this story in the back of 

his mind when he wrote.  

 

“If anyone thinks he is reli-

gious and does not bridle 

his tongue but deceives his 

heart, this person's religion 

is worthless.”    James1:26 

Gene Stringer 
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pleased to present the Orson 
Welles classic of suspense 
and intrigue. 

Escaped Nazi war criminal 
Orson Welles finds his sedate 
life in a small Connecticut town 
threatened by federal agent 
Edward G. Robinson who ar-
rives in town, searching for, 
and bent on finding, an elu-
sive, never photographed infa-
mous architect of genocide, 
who it turns out is about to 
marry the unsuspecting Loret-
ta Young. It's the 1946 master-
piece "THE STRANGER," that builds to a "striking" cli-
max. Join us for 95 minutes of fine suspenseful storytell-
ing. 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of 
the evening, so bring a healthy appetite. Tell your friends, 
family and neighbors about these two seldom seen gems 

of cinema laughs and intrigue.  
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 
and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 
 

DARK CONTINENT HIJINKS AND A SECRET WAR 
CRIMINAL! 

        Saturday, March 22, 2014 

Two legendary cinema comics, 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, 
don khaki and pith helmets to go 
on safari in Darkest Africa in the 
1949 hilarious "AFRICA 
SCREAMS." The boys are 
joined in this funny outing by 
famous animal trainer Clyde 
Beatty and Frank "Bring 'Em 
Back Alive" Buck, as well as 
funny men Joe Besser and 
Shemp (The Three Stooges) 
Howard and lovely Hillery 
Brooke. It's 79 minutes of fun for 
the whole family! 

After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-
bar ads and nostalgic coming attraction previews we are 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


