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Crossbeams 

Perhaps  some of my fine relatives 

will read this with fond remembrances 

of my cousin Ray.  We were buddies 

as well as family.  Take that ten-day 

bike trip to fish lakes and stream in the 

outback of Northern Wisconsin.  It 

was a bit of heaven.  At other times 

we’d wet our lines in the Weirgor Riv-

er, the Chippewa Flowage and Knut-

son Lake.  Ray made many of his own 

lures, knew how to fly fish, and 

dragged not a few Steelhead from the 

Brule River.  I call him my favorite 

cousin and buddy.  Yet he was my he-

ro.  Then our family moved to Neva-

da.  Our escapades came to a sudden 

end. 

 

Ray was happy for my decision to en-

ter the ministry.  We canoed some 

when Karen and I took our little fami-

ly back to place of my upbringing.  

We usually stayed at his home for a 

week or so. 

One day he called, asking when we 

planned to be in his neck of the 

woods.  Ray had decided to be bap-

tized, and wanted me to do the dunk-

ing.  We put a trip together and eager-

ly drove east.  Upon arrival he ex-

plained the plan.  Previous expeditions 

would have included some packing of 

special lures, special rods, sleeping 

gear and such.  But on this early even-

ing we simply needed two paddles for 

the slender canoe, plus towels, dry 

clothes and my New Testament.   

 

So we shoved off in the Namekagon 

River, quickly slipping downstream 

toward Ray’s favorite fishing hole.  It 

would soon become holy water.  We 

parked the canoe in some tall grass 

and waded to waist deep.  Along the 

way he’d explained his eagerness to 

take the plunge for Jesus.  It was to be 

a starting point…a new day…a fresh 

start.  He would sign the New Cove-

nant by dying to the old Ray, rising to 

walk as a new man.  I reveled in the 

thought of having this new and mar-

velous relationship we’d have as 

brothers in Christ. 

 

It was amazing how simple the actual 

rite was.  I laid him back into fish hab-

itat…leaving him there for a moment 

or two.  Then it was a slow rise to the 

surface followed by two grown men 

crying together.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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personal steady path 

with the Lord. 

 

Currently we are en-

gaged in a sermon series 

which focuses on seven 

steps which I try to take 

on a daily basis.  Please 

consider putting this reg-

imen to work.  It in-

cludes worship, confes-

sion, submission and 

commitment.   The se-

ries of messages will 

conclude on April 21, so 

there is still time to get 

on board I try to do a short review of each step be-

fore dealing with the topic of the day.  Sunday morn-

ings…bring a notebook.  At the end of the series 

everyone will be given tools for making their own 

daily journey of prayer.  Jim L 

 

EL TAPATIO CLASS 
A herd of elephants.  

That is how many see the 

books and stories of the 

Old Testament.  Figuring 

out how Jonah, Samson, 

David, Moses, Esther 

and Job are connected to 

each other is a daunting 

task.  So I’m delighted to 

give students a look at 

the Old Testament which resembles a parade of ele-

phants more than a milling, disoriented herd. 

 

It is not too late to join us on Sunday mornings at El 

Tapatio Restaurant…on the north side of Ashland.  

I’ll spring for coffee, but they offer a fine breakfast 

too.  Sunday mornings.  Class begins at 9:15, so ar-

rive earlier if you’d like to enjoy some vittles.  Jim L 

 

ROGUE RENDEZVOUS… 

INTEREST IS SWELLING 
Just the mention of a late summer camping trip has 

plenty of folk expressing interest.  My buddy Brad 

Hildreth offers to teach some lessons on the basics of 

fly fishing.  Care to learn some cooking skills via the 

use of a Dutch oven?  Great!  Or perhaps you’d like 

REAL MEN NEED EACH OTHER 
The writer of Hebrews instructed his readers to ‘not 

forsake the gathering of themselves together’.  One 

might automatically assume that this is all about go-

ing to church.  The guys who converge on the Iron 

Skillet on Monday mornings consider their weekly 

pow wow a ‘gathering’  every bit as vital to their 

spiritual health as the event at our church house the 

previous day. 

 

We bear one another’s burdens…pray for each oth-

er…listen carefully to each need and concern.  Every 

man should be so blessed.  Join us any Monday at 8 

for breakfast, study, fellowship and an encouraging 

word.  The Iron Skillet is located in Phoenix 

(Oregon!) at the freeway interchange. 

 

SERMON SERIES…DEVELOPING A 

STRONG DAILY WALK WITH GOD 
For many years I’ve had the joy of helping folk take 

a dynamic walk with God.  Churches in Washington, 

Oregon, Idaho and California have allowed me to 

lead worships and seminars on this vital topic.  Be-

lievers in Chile and Peru can be seen using colored 

beads and tapestries to keep them on a systematic but 

Sadly…my special cousin and brother in Christ is 

not doing any fishing these days.  He bravely fought 

his battle with cancer, trying drug after drug hoping 

for a magic bullet.  Cancer won.  But not for long.  

Ray has been given promises of something even bet-

ter than woodsy Wisconsin, if that is possible.  And 

as for his ravaged body…it will be replaced one far 

superior.  I can hardly wait to see him, the victor. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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some directed or undirected prayer time.  There 

will be plenty of time for that.  Just need some R 

and R?  Enjoy!  Some may want to drive the few 

miles to the beach.  Indeed!  Michael Smith wants 

to bring his family from Eugene.  Juanita intends to 

introduce her two young ones to camping via the 

Rendezvous.  Others are calling to ask for more 

details. As we move into summer I’ll call a meeting 

of those interested in this encampment on the lower 

Rogue River. For now, just give me a call so I can 

keep you in the loop. Anyone receiving the news-

letter is welcome to join the fun.    Jim    541-890-

3209   

 

ROGUE RIDERS TO CALIFORNIA   

On April 17 our cadre of travelers will cross the 

Oregon/California state line with our minds on the 

Siskiyou County Museum…and lunch somewhere 

in Yreka.  Jim Farmer has drawn up a list of four 

possibilities for our noon meal.  Those who make 

the trek south will vote on where we’ll lift our 

knives and forks.  These forays are great for getting 

a look at communities within an hour’s drive of 

Ashland.  So often there is an educational ingredi-

ent, such as the museum.  Then too, we get to know 

one another as we travel together.  Other Wednes-

day events include Bible study.  This one is more 

about hanging out together.  The plan is to meet at 

the church at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 17, to 

caravan or carpool.   

 

OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT 
It seems that everyone in Ashland and surrounding 

communities knows about our church’s monthly 

gift…Old Time Movie Night.  Items at the snack 

bar are cheaper than you’d find at any theater.  And 

those Polish dogs…wow!  Mike Royer has access 

to the best old movies, doesn’t he?  For many of us 

the best part of this Third Saturday event is seeing 

friends who have been frequenting Movie Night for 

years.  Here is your chance to offer a free night of 

entertainment to a friend.  Why not offer to provide 

transportation…maybe even a treat.  Check out 

Mike’s movie selection on the back page of this 

newsletter. 

 

JIM’S LITTLE BOOKLET…

AVAILABLE 
I’ve been writing those little ditties for the Ashland 

Tidings for several years.  Now I’ve been invited to 

post them in the Christian Journal too.  If you’d like 

a copy of all 52 ‘columns’ from 2012 one is wait-

ing for you.   Ten dollars (a check written to the 

church for our benevolence fund) can procure the 

thin volume.  I’ve been pleased to send copies to 

folk scattered over the country, and would be de-

lighted to put one in your hands.  Jim L 

 

EASTER…COME PREPARED FOR A 

WONDERFUL MORNING 
A team of cooks and servers is eager to provide a 

special breakfast for you on Easter morning.  How 

about Eggs Benedict, Hash Browns, a cup of Fresh 

Fruit, Berry Crepes…plus the usual offerings of 

juice, coffee, milk and tea?  There is not set charge, 

although a donation basket will be provided to re-

ceive your love gift.  Serving time will be 9-10:15.  

Bring a friend to this tasty breakfast, and stay for 

our worship time at 10:45. 

 

Our morning worship time will include special mu-

sic by our Easter Ensemble, directed by Betty Lil-

libridge.  Bring cut flowers for the Flowering 

Cross, by now a regular part of Easter Sundays.  

Expect a shorter sermon and participation by a 

number of our folk.   

 

OUTDOOR BREAKFASTS…JUST 

AROUND THE CORNER 
Put this on your calendar in ink.  Starting in May 

we’ll be converging on Emigrant Lake each Last 

Saturday of May, June, July, August and Septem-

(Continued on page 4) 
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On Wednesday, April 24 we throw in some time for 

folding the newsletter.  Join us in Fellowship Hall at 

10:00 a.m. to get started.  Remember this is a pot-

luck…so please bring along something to share. 

 

OLIVE DOOMS SWEPT AWAY TO 

PORTLAND 
You didn’t have much time to bid farewell to this 

dear sister.  Olive moved to Portland to be near her 

son Bob and family.  As we are informed of her ad-

dress we’ll supply that for you.  God bless you, dear 

friend.  The Dooms family has played a vital role in 

the life of our church for years and years. 

 

JACKSON HOUSE, ARBOR PLACE, 

NOW MOUNTAIN VIEW  

RETIREMENT CENTER 
Spend a little time with these grateful seniors and 

you’ll see why I find weekly visits so delightful.  The 

group at Jackson House is small but growing.  Our 

1:50 casual visit there is so very pleasant.  Travel 

over to Medford via North Phoenix road and sing a 

few worship songs with ladies such Jo, Betty, Marci, 

Merriam or gents like Walt or the others…well, 

you’ll want to return.  This is a 3 o’clock stop at Ar-

bor Place.  Or perhaps Monday is better for you?  

I’ve just begun leading a Bible study at Mountain 

View each Monday at 3 pm.  Care to sit in on the 

lesson, then visit with these special people?  I’ll 

bring donuts.  Mountain View supplies coffee.  See 

you?  Jim 

 

THOSE SAINTS ARE LIVELY… 

APRIL 6 
The Iron Skillet has 

been our First Satur-

day haunt for many 

years.  We are treat-

ed like royalty, 

aren’t we?  We have 

studies throughout 

the month for men, 

women and 

mixed…but here is 

a time to simply en-

joy each other’s 

company, over an ample breakfast.  You know the 

ber for a marvelous 

time of fellowship 

and vittles.  One aim 

of these outings is 

participation.  A 

bunch of folk are 

needed for prep 

work. I’ve invited 

many new friends to 

give us hand prep-

ping and cooking.  I 

know you’ll make 

room for them in our 

‘kitchen’.  Let them work the frying pans and grid-

dles.  This is more than about simply eating.  It is 

about participation and 

finding a place to serve. 

Each year the number of 

attendees grows as we 

bring friends and family to 

this dramatic meal in the 

great outdoors.  Last Satur-

days…keep you posted.  

Chef Jim 

 

COMPASSIONATE ACTION 
Many, many thanks are extended to the recipient of 

your loving care a week or so back.  Debbie needed 

assistance in moving from Phoenix to Ashland.  And 

help arrived!  The moving truck was packed neatly, 

thanks to two sons and a bunch of our Compassion-

ate Action people.  Debbie sends a flood of gratitude 

for a difficult job turned easy by the generous assis-

tance of a team of Jesus’ people. 

 

39PLUS 
What fun it is to float from one home to another as 

we meet for our 39PLUS events.  In April we’ll trek 

to Betty Lillibridge’s place once again.  How very 

nice.  The plan is routine but our times together are 

always unique.  Conversations are always superb.  

Games have us laughing.  The Bible study is an off-

shoot of the previous week’s sermon.  And lunch? 

Expect fine vittles.  All in all, this can be the high-

light of your week in so many ways.  Join us at 10 

a.m. at Betty’s.  So south of town to Tolman Creek 

Road.  Take a right.  At Green Meadows take anoth-

er right.  At Lupine Dr. take yet another right.  Look 

for 2315 Lupine Dr., on the left side of the street.  

All welcome! 
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plan…jokes, riddles, tall tales, crazy quotes and 

such.  Visit, chat, converse, chew the fat…you get 

the point.  It all makes for a good hour or so together.  

Originally planned for senior saints, this has become 

a special morning for all ages.  Saturday, April 6, 9 

am, the Iron Skillet in Phoenix (Oregon!) 

THE JAZZ MEN PERFORM HERE 

APRIL 8 
My friend Ray Holtz directs The Jazz Men.  In pass-

ing he mentioned the group’s need for a place to per-

form while making a video of the band.  I offered our 

place. So here we are…hosting a 17-piece big band 

with a jazz style. 

Come on by our auditorium on Monday, April 8, for 

a free concert with The Jazz Men, featuring singer 

Kacie Garner as soloist.  I suggested putting an offer-

ing basket out for those who’d like to share in the 

expense of producing the video.  This is such a privi-

lege for us.  Bring your friends to enjoy an hour or so 

of music from another era. 

 

WORDS FROM OUR GIDEON 

GUEST…DR WAYNE LINN 
“Many thanks for your gracious warm welcome to 

me and the Gideons.  We have plenty of memories in 

your church and were pleased to be able to partici-

pate in the worship service and potluck, connecting 

with friends from over the years….You were very 

generous in passing the offering plates again for giv-

ing to the Gideon ministry.  The $154.61 will pur-

chase 35 Bibles or 120 New Testaments.” In His Ser-

vice, Wayne   (an excerpt from a fine letter) 

 

OUR SYMPATHY GOES OUT TO 

DONNA BAIZE 
At the time of printing we have received word that 

Donna’s daughter, Lonna, has lost her battle with 

cancer.  Please keep our dear Donna in your prayers. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

On Thursday evening April 18 at 6:30 we will 

have our Annual Congregational Meeting in the  

Fellowship Hall. Members will be voting for officers 

for the upcoming year and there will take a short 

look at where we stand and the vision into the rest of 

the year. Saint Mary’s is again providing our enter-

tainment for the evening beginning at 7:00 p.m.. 

 

Watch for more details soon in the bulletin, Face-

book and our website (www.cc-ashland.org) 

 

Admission is free; a freewill offering will be taken. 

  

Following the concert we will adjourn to the Fellow-

ship hall to enjoy a time of fellowship and dessert 

with each other, the choir members and our guests. If 

you are interested in helping supply deserts there is a 

signup sheet in the library. 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
It’s a small book-- an old book— one that I like very 

much—a good one to read at this season.  The author 

“has by proxy put himself in the place of Joseph of 

Arimathea—and lived those days with him”.  It be-

gins with “I Was Too Late For the Trial of Christ”.  

And ends with “I Must Go Into Hiding”. It’s called 

“The Joseph Scroll” and the author’s background is 

as an archaeologist, author, and theologian.  (Clifford 

Wilson)  Sound intriguing?                          Eleanor 

 

SPRING CLEAN-

ING—THANK YOU 
We would like to give a 

big Thank You to Steve 

(Continued on page 6) 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2  - Jim Larsen 

  5  - Cindy Page 

  7  - Doyle Cornwell 

11  - April Macauley 

11  - Gwen Jarrell 

14  - Emily Rogers 

15  - Daniel Wing 

21  - James Christie 

21  - Mel Metcalf 

25  - Chris McDonald 

26  - Olive Dooms 

28  - Doug Fenning 

29  - Amanda Ford 

29  - Thomas Killian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  5  - Brad and Ava Fish 

16  - Nyla and Doug Fenning 

17  - Dan and Ericha Tiller 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

Cox, Amanda and Dawson Ford and Brad Fish for 

their efforts on sprucing up the church grounds. 

Weeds were pulled; sprinklers located and repaired 

lawn fertilized and edged and new bark put down on 

most of the flowerbeds. Thanks to Steve for also 

planting new flowers by the fire hydrant on the cor-

ner. 

 

OLD FASHIONED POTLUCK 
When we say an 

“Old Fashioned” 

Potluck  we mean 

bring whatever 

you would like to 

share. There are 

no guidelines on 

what to bring. Re-

member the ovens 

are available to 

keep things warm, 

but the need to be already cooked. 

 

So be sure to plan for our April Potluck on Sunday, 

April 28th (the 

4th Sunday) fol-

lowing the morn-

ing’s service. 

This is a great 

time to make new 

acquaintances and 

catch-up with old 

friends. Hey, why 

not bring a friend. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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dreamlike thriller starring James 
Stewart and Kim Novak, with a rivet-
ing score by Bernard Herrmann. It's 
the 1958 "VERTIGO." This wide-
screen Technicolor classic is the story 
of a retired police detective (Stewart), 
who has a fear of heights, and is 
hired by a friend to follow a woman 
who he eventually falls in love with. It 
would be unfair to reveal anymore of 
the story here. Suffice it to say, it is a 
tale of obsession that you'll want to 
see again. The supporting cast in-
cludes Barbara Bel Geddes, Tom 
Helmore and Henry Jones. 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the 
evening, so bring a healthy appetite. Tell all your friends and 
neighbors...anyone you meet in line at the market, etc...about 
our marvelous presentation. Gawrsh...the movies are FREE! 
It's an evening of films with interesting characters and involv-
ing stories, all told without CGI, car chases, explosions and 
huge body counts. That's right! They're entertaining rather 
than mind-numbing. 

There is NO charge for admission, but 

donations are gladly accepted. 

 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 

and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 
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Miss Pinkerton 

Vertigo 

A SLEUTHING NURSE AND AN OBSESSIVE EX-COP 
WITH ACROPHOBIA, OH MY!  

Saturday, April 

20, 2013 
Ahhh...April 
fools...sigh. We 
start the evening's 
film fest with a 
Mary Roberts Rine-

hart mystery starring perky Joan Blondell and stalwart police 
detective George Brent in the 1932 film "MISS PINKERTON." 
Joan is a nurse blessed with a sixth sense for mysteries and 
gets herself and detective Brent into a real good one. The two 
stars are ably supported by the usual Warner Bros. stock com-
pany. It's a fun, easy-to-take romp in an old dark house full of 
suspects. Chills, thrills and laughs await you, in glorious black 
n' white.  

 After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-bar 
ads and coming attraction previews (one of them for next 
month) we are pleased to present a film that critic Leonard 
Maltin calls "A genuinely great motion picture..." 

The envelope please. The film is (pause for suspense) 
one of Alfred Hitchcock's most discussed films...a haunting, 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


