
Cross Beams 

 
That sudden flash of recognition or insight can come unexpectedly or after 

a long struggle for understanding.  Whenever it happens there is an exhila-

ration that is refreshing and satisfying.  The Bible records many such 

events.  Often it comes when people realize they are dealing with the awe-

some person of God.  Even though the Old Testament records numerous 

such moments it seems that man is quite forgetful and soon falls back into 

living as though there is no God.  Then about 2000 years ago God saw fit to 

show man the supreme AH HA moment.  It actually lasted around 33 years, 

not a long time in the overall sweep of history.  Even more remarkable, the 

essence of these 33 years boils down to just a few weeks of extremely high 

significance.  It is the core of the Easter message.    

God himself in the form of Jesus Christ took on flesh and lived on Earth 

with His creation.  Who could believe such a thing?  Certainly the religious 

leaders of the day didn’t.  Only a small band of ordinary uneducated people 

took it seriously enough to leave all and follow Him.  And yet today the 

world is different because of their recognition.  How improbable is that?    

Many today still seek to avoid the possibility that Jesus was who he claimed 

to be, the written record of eye witnesses, and the implications of what he 

taught on their lives.  But AH HA moments rarely occur for the skeptic.  

Such things are reserved for the seekers in life.  Jesus quoted the prophet 

Isaiah about this.  

For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their 
ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have 
closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear 
with their ears and understand with their heart and 
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Saints Alive 
Saturday April 5th is com-
ing, which makes it time 
for a great breakfast gath-
ering at the Iron Skillet in 
Phoenix. This is open to all 
(you don’t need to be a 
Saint). Bring a joke or fun-
ny story and a friend. We 
get started at 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday, April 5, 2014.  

Please join us for a Passover Seder dinner at the Annual 
Meeting! Aside from the usual “business” meeting for the year, 
we will take an in-depth look at the “business” our Savior did for 
us during Passover over 2,000 years ago. The annual meeting 
falls on the 3rd day of the 7 day Passover festival. Historically, 
the third day was the day Jesus was brought in by the chief 
priests after his “last supper” Seder dinner the first 2 holy/no 
work days were observed. The Passover feast is an appointed 
time commanded to God’s people 
for remembering His divine deliver-
ance from physical and spiritual slav-
ery.  It is the halfway point of the 
spiritual calendar where we take in-
ventory and prepare for the harvest 
season so we can finish the year 
prosperously! What an appropriate 
time of year for annual meetings!  
 

Lesslea Gosswiller 

 but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for  
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen 
from the dead! Look, this is where they laid his body.  

Mark 16:6 NLT 

Celebrate the Annual Meeting on April 17th  

turn, and I would heal 
them.  (Matthew 
13:15)  
  

Easter renews this challenge to 

closed minds, hearts, eyes and 

ears.  Maybe this year you will 

be able to look at Him with 

open eyes and ears for the first 

time.  Your heart could be 

moved by the love of God 

demonstrated through the 

free gift of Jesus Christ.  Your 

mind will suddenly be able to 

comprehend the reasons to 

believe.  When that AH HA mo-

ment comes you too can expe-

rience the healing promised 

and much more as well.  How 

refreshing and satisfying that 

moment will be.  

  

This month’s newsletter in-

cludes information on events 

that could help you find out 

the truth about Jesus.  We are 

here to help in your quest.  

Hope to see you soon.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Pastor Frank & 
Virginia  
Musgrave  
Available  
Our interim pastor, Frank Mus-
grave and his wife will be avail-
able at the church this Satur-
day, March 29 from 4-6 p.m.  
  
If there are people who want to 
talk about the current transi-
tion or the reason for it, Frank 
and Virginia want to be availa-
ble to listen.  Use the B Street 
door and look for signs for their 
location. No appointment 
needed. 
 

Congregational Self-
Study Form 
Time is short. There are only a 
few more days to get your 
Self Study form in. Deadline is 
Sunday March 30th.  
 
As part of our work in finding 
a new pastor, the pastor nom-
inating committee would like 
your input in describing our 
church as you presently expe-
rience it. We would like your 
thoughts about its strengths, 
its weaknesses, the needs you 
foresee for our church in the 
next five to ten years, the pri-
orities you think our next pas-
tor should have, and the qual-
ities you believe he should 
possess.  
At this late date the best way 
to complete the survey is to 
go to www.cc-ashland.org/
cssf and fill out the form on-
line. The form is sent anony-
mously unless you include 
your name and/or email.  

Changes in technology impact all of us.  
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56 years ago Virginia and I 
moved to Ashland from Wal-
lowa, Oregon to work with the 
church at 2nd & “B” Street. I 
brought my own office equip-
ment, including a mimeograph 
machine. We were limited to us-
ing only a typewriter that had 
only one type face.   I struggled 
with and wanted to improve the 
quality of newsletters and other publications.  The day came when I 
purchased an offset printing press and graphic arts camera.  Now we 
could enlarge and reduce in size anything we wanted to produce.  To 
cover the expense of doing our printing this way, I published news-
letters for missionaries in Japan, Thailand and in Southern Rhodesia. 
  
All of this was before the days of computers and the technology that 
came with them.  On the church’s newsletter I wanted to change the 
appearance and found an image of a world and added a cross and 
some beams above the cross and added the name to the church pa-
per, ‘CROSS BEAMS.”   The evolution of a newsletter wasn’t all that 
much until computerization came along.  You who read Ashland’s 
newsletters are the benefactors of far better technology than I knew 
or dreamed of. 
  
We receive several church newsletters, but none are better than the 
newsletters that come from Ashland.  
Our thanks to Brad and whoever has 
kept us on your mailing list. 
  
Jim & Virginia Sinclair 
Former Pastor 2nd & B 
    from 1958 to 1970 
Jim now serves with Pastoral Care at 
Pasco Christian Church in Pasco, WA 

Editor’s note: Back in April of 2003 the folks at Pasco Christian Church 

contacted me with a special request. They were planning a celebra-

tion of 50 Years in Ministry for Jim and Virginia and wanted our help 

getting the word out and keeping it a surprise. No Problem we could 

put an announcement in the newsletter. OK maybe one problem. Jim 

and Virginia get the newsletter. Solution: create a separate news-

letter for Jim and Virginia  that did not have the announcement.  Brad 



For 2014 we again have a mission in Africa thanks to the recommendation of Crystal Garcia.  Crystal 

and Brian work with Share International (SI) to facilitate indigenous missionaries in remote NW Ken-

ya.  SI screens and monitors the individuals 

serving in that region and we provide sup-

port.  It is a very cost effective investment 

since the missionaries are already there and 

know the culture and the languages.  The 

support we provide meets the needs of 

their family freeing them for serving full 

time in ministry.  

 

The board approved these recommended 

levels of support for missions during 2014 as follows: Christian’s Haven (Street orphans in the Phil-

ippines, www.christianshaven.com), $500/month; Pioneers (J & E pioneers.org), $450/month; TCMI 

International (Advanced degrees for 1200+ Christian Leaders in Europe and Asia www.tcmi.org), 

$420/month; IberoAmerican Ministries  (B & LJ in Peru, www.iamweb.org), $260/month; Share In-

ternational (Richard Eisenyen in Kenya), $150/Month; for a total of $1780/month.  Your support of 

missions also includes ongoing personal commitments from con-

cerned members of the congregation.  It is a fine thing you are doing.  

Keep it up.   
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Welcome our new missionary in Africa.  



April Potluck 

“Potluck dinner” is defined 
as:  “food or meal that hap-
pens to be available without 
special preparation or pur-
chases…a meal, especially 
for large groups, to which 
participants bring various 
foods to be shared.” 
 
We certainly have been do-
ing that!  We’ve been so 
lead by the Lord in what to 
bring that some dinners 
have had a main dish 
theme.  Pasta one month, 
even hotdogs another.   
 
It’s so great to see God lead-
ing us in so many ways, even 
with our dinners together. 
 
See you at the potluck on 
April 27 at 12:15pm. follow-
ing the Sunday Service. 

Ava 

Book Review -  
Finding a mentor in the church library…  
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I often think of authors as mentors.  Our church library is filled with books by 

mentors who have honed their God given skills to encourage, inspire, inform and 

educate. I am presently enjoying three “mentors” from our church library.   

 

The first mentor is William Backus, who holds a Ph.D. in Christian psychology 

and is an ordained Lutheran clergyman.   After reading “A time for Truth”, the 

book Doyle reviewed in last month’s newsletter,  Backus’ book “Telling Each 

Other the Truth” caught my eye.  In it Backus, starts with a story about Joel 

who thinks he doesn’t need a book to teach him to tell the truth.  We discover 

Joel’s life has slipped and slid around truth into disaster. From that start Backus 

continues with other interest catching stories to help one perceive God experi-

entially as both love and truth.   Basically he says Jesus is God.  To be like Jesus 

requires we work to become loving truth speakers without excuse.  He then 

fleshes out many typical truth telling challenges with strategies to help us move 

beyond circumstantial and cultural norms which easily promote daily communi-

cation “slips. “ Telling Each Other the Truth” is an easy book to read and enjoy 

but Backus hopes each reader also works through the suggested strategies to 

develop truth telling skills.  I am enjoying the helpful suggestions…even the ones 

about how to pull the log out of my own eye… “speak truth to yourself first”. 

 

The second mentor is Leslie Vernick, a licensed clinical psychologist with three 

decades experience as a relationship coach.    Her book, “The Emotionally De-

structive Marriage” was published in 2013 and is filled with straight talking, 

researched based suggestions for anyone ministering to or living within an emo-

tionally difficult marriage.  I keep hopping around in this book…a paragraph 

here, an illustration there.  If the title interests you, Leslie does a good job cover-

ing the pluses and minuses of the subject. 

 

Mentor number three is a long-time favorite, Charles Swindoll.  I picked up his 

book, “The Bride” – Renewing Our Passion for the Church in preparation for 

our hoped for sermon series on the church.   It is all about how to stop playing 

church and be real.  Even 

though we have more recent-

ly published books which cov-

er the same subject, I chose 

this one because of the Swin-

doll name.  If you enjoy lis-

tening to Chuck Swindoll on 

the radio, you might enjoy 

the mentoring of any of the 

many Swindoll books in our 

library including “The Bride”.    
 

Happy Reading –Janice 



 
 
 

April Birthdays 
  5  - Cindy Page 

  7  - Doyle Cornwell 

11  - April Macauley 

11  - Gwen Jarrell 

14  - Emily Rogers 

15  - Daniel Wing 

18  - Colleen Keener 

21  - James Christie 

21  - Mel Metcalf 

22  - David Keener 

25  - Chris McDonald 

26  - Olive Dooms 

28  - Doug Fenning 

29  - Amanda Ford 

29  - Thomas Killian 

 

 
 
April Anniversaries 
 

  5  - Brad and Ava Fish 

16  - Nyla and Doug Fenning 
   

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your 

birthday or anniversary please let me 

know so I can update my calendar and 

include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like re-

moved please let me know that also.  

Just send corrections to the church 

office.        Brad 

The prophet Jeremiah endured many abuses during his lifetime and had few 
friends.  Baruch was one of the few who stood with Jeremiah through consid-
erable mistreatment from the priests and kings of Judah.  The message God 
compelled him to deliver was not what they wanted to hear but at least a few 
of the king’s advisors knew it was the word of God.  So when the king cut and 
burned the scroll of the prophet’s writings they were dismayed.  But imagine 
the feelings of Baruch.  To (mis)quote Shakespeare, “Love’s labor was lost.” 
Undaunted he again set to his task and reproduced the burned scroll.  This we 
now know as the prophecy of Jeremiah, one of the larger books of the Old Tes-
tament.  Read about it in Jeremiah 36.  Baruch was our mystery man of the 
Bible for March. 
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Baruch: Scribe of excellence 

Mystery person of the Bible for April 
This month we look to the gospels and the New Testament for our mystery 
person.  It appears we need an easier mystery person so here it goes.  I carried 
the cross to Calvary but I am not Jesus.  That is the only clue you get.  Who 
am I? 

G. Richard Deal 

Concert Pianist 
 

Saturday, April 26, 2014 
6:00 PM 

 

Christian Church of Ashland 

You are invited to a concert of inspirational 
Piano music at 2nd and B 

G. Richard Deal, concert pianist and recording artist, will be presenting a sacred piano concert at Chris-
tian Church of Ashland on Saturday, April 26, 2014 at 6:00 PM.  Mr. Deal is from the Chicago, Illinois 
area and has presented over 2,600 sacred and classical piano concerts in Europe, Asia, North and 
South America. He has presented numerous solo concerts in the United States. Mr. Deal has performed 
with symphony orchestras including an appearance at Chicago’s historic Orchestra Hall. 

Mr. Deal is a graduate of the American Conservatory of Music, the Moody Bible Institute, and the Sher-
wood Conservatory of Music, all of Chicago. He was a faculty member of the Sacred Music Dept. of the 
Moody Bible Institute. 

Mr. Deal has been a participant in several international piano competitions 
including the prestigious Tchaikovsky Piano Competition in Moscow, Russia. 
Mr. Deal arranges his own sacred piano arrangements and has released six 
professional recordings. The most recent is entitled Majestic Piano Praise, a 
collection of favorite hymns and praise music. 

Admission is Free 
(A freewill offering will be taken) 



7 



318 B Street 
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Ashland, OR  97520 
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Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 
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After our usual intermission 
of vintage drive-in snack-bar 
ads and nostalgic coming at-
traction previews we are 
pleased to present the defini-
tive Philo Vance mystery,  

1933's "THE KENNEL 
MURDER CASE."  finds debo-
nair high society sleuth Vance, 
brilliantly portrayed by William 
Powell, proving an apparent 
suicide in a room, locked from 
the inside, is really murder and 
somehow linked to some in-
trigue among rivals competing 
in the Long Island dog show, of 
all things. Powell, a fine supporting cast, including a cou-
ple canines, stylish direction and photography make this a 
classic by any standard.  

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of 
the evening, so bring a healthy appetite. Tell your friends, 

family and neighbors about these two 
seldom seen gems of cinema laughs 
and intrigue.  

 
Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 
and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

DEAD ON ARRIVAL and CURB THAT MUTT, PAL! 
        Saturday, April 19, 2014 

    Okay...so...like this dude 
walks into a police station, 
right?...he saunters into the 
Homicide Division and says "I 
wanna report a murder."...the 
officer asks "Whose?"...the guy 
answers "Mine."...Wait a minute!! 
This isn't a joke, it's the begin-
ning of 1950's "D.O.A.," a grip-
ping, original film noir classic 
starring Edmond O'Brien, who is 
desperately trying to find out who 
slipped him a slow-acting poi-
son...and why! Inventively photo-
graphed on the streets of Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, it'll 

hold you in it's grip until the final police blotter is stamped: 
D.O.A. While you're at it, consider bringing 

something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


