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And out of the ground the 

LORD God made to spring up 

every tree that is pleasant to 

the sight and good for food…. 

 

…The LORD God took the 
man and put him in the Gar-
den of Eden to work it and 
keep it. Gen 2:9-15   
 
 
There is something very basic in humankind that reemerges 
each year about this time.  A God given purpose arises within 
and puts us to digging and turning the soil.  With great hope 
seeds that have been carefully collected and stored are placed in 
the seed bed and a time of waiting begins.  How exciting it is to 
see the first signs of life when the new leaves emerge and start 
reaching for the sunlight.  If all goes well they will soon turn in-
to strong vigorous plants ready to go out into the garden where 
they will be “pleasant to the sight and good for food”.  
 
How sad it is when something happens and these young plants 
are destroyed by frost, insect or other pestilence.  That is why 
those who tend the young plants, the gardeners, must antici-
pate problems and try to avoid their effects.  That is our job in 
the garden…”to work it and keep it”.   
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Mother’s Day, May 11 
“When I was young Mom took 
time out of her busy life to 
spend time with me and share 
her wisdom in the form of 
lectures. Thank you Mom” 
 
“Mom shows me what it 
means to love unconditionally; 
even through the most chal-
lenging of circumstances.” 
 
“My mom worked so hard for 
our family of kids.” 
 
My mom could go into most 
any kitchen and fix a meal you 
would enjoy” 
 
“My mom is almost 90 & she 
has been (the) sweetest mom 
you could ever have!” 
 
“’Mom’ is just another word 
God uses to explain Love.” 

Think of this simple story as a parable of life in the Garden of God.  
We do have a purpose but we also have distractions.  Weeds in my 
life may choke the young plants that are trying to grow around me.  If 
so they need to be removed before they stunt or even kill the young 
plants.   
 

“You cannot play with the animal in you without 
becoming wholly animal, play with falsehood with-
out forfeiting your right to truth, play with cruelty 
without losing your sensitivity of mind. He who 
wants to keep his garden tidy does not reserve a 
plot for weeds”  
― Dag Hammarskjöld 
 
Remember to provide the right amount of water and fertilizer 
(feeding) for the soil (soul) so the young plants (believers) can get 
what they need to grow.  Regular inspection will identify and correct 
the problems of wilted or eaten leaf parts (sin).  And don’t forget the 
sunlight (God’s word).  Young plants need plenty of sunlight and 
warmth (fellowship) to keep growing.  Some plants require a stake 
(partner) or something to hang onto so they don’t fall onto the 
ground (backslide). 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Finally, after many weeks (years) of care we get to see the results…
beautiful bouquets of fresh flowers…delicious and healthy home 
grown vegetables (disciples of Christ, ready and able to serve the 
Lord).   And don’t forget to collect and store the seeds (see 2 Corin-
thians 9:10).  Another time of planting is just around the corner (go 
and make disciples). 
 
Need some pointers on gardening?  Maybe you need more Son-
light in your life…a few weeds need to be removed.  Come and com-
pare notes with fellow gardeners on the corner of 2nd and B in Ash-
land.  See you soon. 

 

“What is the kingdom of God like?  And to what shall I 

compare it?  It is like a grain of mustard seed which a 

man took and sowed in his garden; and it grew and be-

came a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its 

branches.”  Luke 13:18-19 

Gene Stringer 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/946904.Dag_Hammarskj_ld


 

Overproduction has resulted in a 
stupendous offer…FREE veggie 
plants for your garden.  Yes you 

heard it right…FREE.  How 

can I take advantage of this lim-
ited time offer?  Surely there is a 
catch.  
 

Here is the catch.  Show up at church on May 11 with a carrying 
box and any empty leftover containers you may have accumulat-
ed to exchange for containers 
with plants in them.  Here are 
some of the choices.  Tomato 
plants: Siletz, Manitoba, Super 
Marzano, Mortgage Lifter, Beef-
steak.  In addition there will be 
some eggplant, cucumber, 
acorn squash, broccoli, and pep-
per plants.  Happy gardening.   

Veggie plants looking for a home 

Pastor Nominating Committee Report 
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For the past three months a group of eight hardworking members has 
been studying hard and implementing a process for choosing a new 
pastor.  Applications have been collected; references reviewed, con-
gregational surveys were designed, completed, and analyzed to find 
the best match for our hopes and aspirations.  We narrowed the field 
to three candidates who were interviewed using SKYPE over the Inter-
net.  We will soon nominate one for congregational consideration as 
our next pastor.  It is a hard choice because they all have so much to 
offer for the future of our congregation.  Here is what you should ex-
pect to happen next. 
 
On Sunday May 11 we will announce the nominee during the worship 
hour.  The candidate and family will visit Ashland May 18-25 and 
preach both of those Sundays.  During the week various events will be 
scheduled to help members meet and get to know them.  At the end 
of the worship hour on May 25 there will be a congregational meeting 
at which time you will be asked to confirm the pastor candidate.  As-
suming the candidate accepts our call we should expect the new min-
istry to commence sometime in June. 
 
Please continue to pray for the entire process that God will be leading 
us in every decision.   



That’s not my job 
This is a story about four people: Everybody, Somebody, Anybody 
and Nobody. 
 
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure 
that Somebody would do it.  
 
Anybody could have done it but Nobody did it.  
 
Somebody got angry with that, because it was Everybody's job.  
 
Everybody thought Anybody could do it but Nobody realized that 
Everybody wouldn't do it.  
 
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did 
what Anybody would have done.  

Author Unknown  

We were contacted recently by Jim Martinez from William Jessup Uni-
versity. It turns our he will be in our area on Wednesday, May 21st on 
his way back to the university following a concert with the choir up 
north. While the kids are enjoying our fine city he has offered to pro-
vide a concert at the church. 
 
Internationally known as a Jazz pianist and for his arrangements of 
church hymns set to Jazz, Jim Martinez is a classically-trained and a 
Steinway Artist based in Rocklin. He has performed or recorded with 
notables like Lionel Hampton, the Stan Kenton Band, the Nelson Rid-
dle Orchestra, Christian McBride, Roy Hargrove, Cheryl Bentyne of the 
Manhattan Transfer and many others.  Martinez has also worked as 
pianist and musical director for Joan Rivers and Bob Newhart. Jim is 
currently teaching his second semester as adjunct faculty at the Uni-
versity. 
 
In 2002, Clint Eastwood had this to say in an interview with the L.A. 
Daily News: "Last night, we went to a church in Carmel where a guy 
named Jim Martinez was playing very contemporary Jazz versions of 
religious hymns. They were 
great." Legendary Jazz pia-
nist, Dave Brubeck, said 
this about Jim, "I've just 
listened to Amazing Grace 
and "Take Five". Your play-
ing and all the musicians, 
including your vocalist, 
sound wonderful." 
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Praise Him with Jazz with Jim Martinez 

To Do List 
There is a “To Do” list on 
the bulletin board next to 
the Volunteer 
Office.  Please take some 
time to pray for guidance 
on how you can help.  
Read the list and then sign 
up for a job.    Please 
check the calendar on 
“The Table” for any possi-
ble scheduling conflicts 
and/or call the church 
office to schedule the time 
you can come to do the 
work.  Thank you to all 
who have helped and will 
be helping!    

Jazz Piano concert  

Wednesday, May 21 

7:00 PM 

Free Admission 

(A love offering will be taken) 

www.JimMartinez.com 



Brief History of 

Memorial Day 
 

Three years after the 

Civil War ended, on May 

5, 1868, the head of an 

organization of Union 

veterans — the Grand 

Army of the Republic 

(GAR) — established 

Decoration Day as a time 

for the nation to decorate 

the graves of the war 

dead with flowers. Maj. 

Gen. John A. Logan de-

clared that Decoration 

Day should be observed 

on May 30. It is believed 

that date was chosen be-

cause flowers would be in 

bloom all over the coun-

try. 

 

The first large ob-

servance was held that 

year at Arlington National 

Cemetery, across the Po-

tomac River from Wash-

ington, D.C. 

 

The ceremonies centered 

around the mourning-

draped veranda of the 

Arlington mansion, once 

the home of Gen. Robert 

E. Lee. Various Washing-

ton officials, including 

Gen. and Mrs. Ulysses S. 

Grant, presided over the 

ceremonies. After 

speeches, children from 

the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 

Orphan Home and mem-

bers of the GAR made 

their way through the 

cemetery, strewing flow-

ers on both Union and 

Confederate graves, re-

citing prayers and sing-

ing hymns. 

Communion or the Lord's Supper 
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A central reason for assembling together with fellow Christians  (Hebrews 
10:25, II Corinthians 6:2) each Sunday is to observe the   Lord's supper or 
communion. The New Testament church came together   to break bread 
upon the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Many   believe this sharing of a 
meal included the Lord's Supper. God's   people can always anticipate 
with joy, hope, and victory the   sharing together during this special occa-
sion. The children of   Israel kept the Passover to commemorate their de-
livery from the   bondage and captivity in Egypt. We read about the Pass-
over in   Exodus Chapter 12. Likewise Christians remember "Jesus" and 
the   terrible price he paid to deliver us from the curse of sin and   death. 
Colossians 1:13 states: "Who hath delivered us from the   powers of dark-
ness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of   his dear son." 
 
And he (Jesus) took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it,   and gave unto 
them saying, “This is my body which is given for   you: This do in remem-
brance of me.” ---- Luke 22:19 
 
The bread represents Jesus's body broken upon Calvary's   cross atop Gol-
gotha Hill. He gave himself as the ultimate   sacrifice for humanity, by dy-
ing a vicarious (substitute) death.   Likewise as we partake of the cup this 
represents Jesus's precious   blood (Leviticus 17:11), he shed to atone and 
redeem from sin and   it's eternal penalty of death. Jesus paid the penalty 
of sin and   death in full, and following his burial in a tomb, was resurrect-
ed   bodily from grave on the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3,4; Matthew   
28: 1-6, Luke 24: 1-6). Our Lord Jesus Christ said..."This do in   remem-
brance of me." What a terrible price to pay in order to   reconcile man 
back to God (Ephesians 2:14-22, Colossians 2:14,   Luke 24:47). God forbid 
this time of worship be taken lightly   or for granted! It's a matter of "life 
(Jesus) vs. death (Satan)!         James A. "Jim" Farmer 

 

The Touch of Faith 
In faith, she touched the rob he wore; 
   She know, within her soul, 
If She but brushed his garment’s hem 
   She would be healed-maid whole. 
 
Lord, give me such a faith as this 
   Assured, within my soul, 
I share the blessing of your words, 
   “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” 

Charls Hamlett Ballard 



“I carried the cross to Calvary but I am not Jesus” was your clue.  Here are the scripture refer-

ences. 

Mat_27:32  The soldiers were going out of the city with Jesus. They saw a man from Cyrene named 
Simon, and they forced him to carry Jesus' cross.  

Mar_15:21  There was a man from Cyrene named Simon walking into the city from the fields. He 
was the father of Alexander and Rufus. The soldiers forced him to carry Jesus' cross.  

Luk_23:26  The soldiers led Jesus away. At that same time there was a man from Cyrene named Si-
mon coming into the city from the fields. The soldiers forced him to carry Jesus' cross and walk be-
hind him.  
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Mystery Person(s) for May 

In keeping with our theme for this month name as many gardener/farmer types as you can find in 
the Bible.  Include a verse to support your conclusion.  For example you might peg Adam as the first 
gardener supported by the following verse. 

The LORD God put the man in the Garden of Eden to work the soil and take care of the gar-
den. Genesis_2:15   

I have no idea how many we might find.  Send your ideas to gjstring@gotsky.com  

It has been said 

What I Want My Children to Remember About Home 

That their father and mother loved each other. 

That the reason home was a happy one was because we all worked to keep it so. 

That each child was given every possible opportunity to develop his own personality. 

That each child’s personal possessions were inviolable, if kept in the place allotted. 

That the books in the house were to be read if handled right, and there were not shelves under the 
lock and key because of questionable contents. 

That absolute truth abode there; no earnest questioner, however young, was put off with subterfuge 
or evasion. 

That we believed in hospitality, in spite of any extra labor involved, and that our friends loved to 
come to us 

That Sunday was the happiest and most restful day in the week, and that we all looked forward to its 
coming because it was the day we always spent together with Father in the midst. 

That though Father and Mother worked hard and long at their respective jobs, they found time every 
day to keep informed on current events to read good books, to think things though to logical con-
clusion and to pray.—Author Unknown. 

Simon of Cyrene 
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May Birthdays 
  2  - Madge Center 

  4  - Karl Slack 

11  - Ted Killian 

13  - Nick Marlia-Maxwell 

18  - Krishna Marlia-

Johnson 

29  - Nyla Fenning 

29  - Andrew Blore 

31  - April Rudy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May Anniversaries 
 
25  - Robert & Dona Heath 

31 - Jim & Robin Witt 

32  

   

Editor’s Note:  If I have 

missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me 

know so I can update my 

calendar and include them 

in the future.  If I have in-

cluded any that you would 

like removed please let me 

know that also.  Just send 

corrections to the church 

office.        Brad 
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Calendar of Events 

Sundays 

9:30— Adult 
Bible Study 

10:45—
Children’s Bible 
Study 

10:45— Morn-
ing Worship 

Mondays 

7:45—Real 
Men, Iron Skil-
let, Phoenix 

6:00 pm Ladies 
Zumba Exer-
cise , Fellow-
ship Hall 

Tuesdays 

9:30 Piece 
Corp, Fellow-
ship Hall 

 

 

 

Wednesdays 

6:00 pm Ladies 
Zumba Exer-
cise , Fellow-
ship Hall 

Saturday, May 3 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

It’s time for a another great breakfast 
gathering at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. 
This is open to all (you don’t need to 
be a Saint). Bring a joke or funny story 
and a friend. Plan on leaving home a 
little early because of the construction 
on I5. We get started at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Friday, May 9 
DEACON MEETING 
6:30 p.m.—Church 

 

Sunday, May 11 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 p.m.—Fellowship Hall 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
Be sure to remember your mother 
today. 
 

Saturday, May 17 
OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT  

6:30 p.m. (see back  page) 
 

Sunday, May 18 
1ST SERMON FROM  

PASTORAL CANDIDATE 
 

Wednesday, May 21 
PRAISE HIM WITH JAZZ 

Piano concert with Jim Martinez. See 
article on page 4. 

Sunday, May 25 
2ND SERMON FROM  

PASTORAL CANDIDATE 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
At the end of the worship hour on 
May 25 there will be a congregational 
meeting at which time you will be 
asked to confirm the pastor candidate. 

 
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

Following the congregational meeting 
we will gather together in the Fellow-
ship Hall for a time of fellowship and 
food. Bring whatever you like to share 
with your church family. Come on 
down and get to know someone new. 

 

Monday, May 26 
MEMORIAL DAY 

The last Monday of May has been set 
a side as a time to remember those 
who have given their lives in the ser-
vice of their country. 

 

Wednesday, May 28 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

On the last Wednesday of the month a 
dedicated group of individuals give of 
their time to fold and prepare the 
monthly newsletter for the mail.  
Come and join them for this worth-
while service to our church. We follow 
the folding with a potluck lunch. 
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1940's "HIS 
GIRL FRIDAY" 
stars Cary Grant 
as a conniving 
newspaper editor, 
Rosalind Russell 
as his star reporter 
and ex-wife, and a 
newsroom full of 
terrific character 
actors dealing with 
an  unfolding hot 
murder story that they all become embroiled in. This 
sparkling film and it's rapid fire dialog is a definite must-
see entertainment! Too bad they don't make 'em like this 
anymore.  

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most 
of the evening, so bring a healthy appetite. Tell your 
friends, family and neighbors about these two seldom 
seen gems of cinema laughs and intrigue.  

 
Doors and snack-bar open at 
6:00 p.m. and the movies 
start at 6:30 p.m. 

MAY MADNESS! AN EVENING FILLED WITH GOLDEN 
AGE HOLLYWOOD'S GREATEST TALENTS! 

 
     Please join us for our penultimate 
monthly Old Time Movie Night 
presentation Saturday, May 17, 
2014. 
     We are pleased to present two of 
Hollywood's greatest comedy gems, 
populated with some of the greatest 
stars and supporting talent to grace 
the silver screen. 
     We start the fun with William 
Powell and Carole Lombard heading 

a great cast in the delightful 1936 romp "MY MAN GOD-
FREY.”  Ditzy Lombard hires Powell as a butler 
thinking he is a tramp in need of a job and he winds up 
teaching her crazy household that money is not every-
thing. It's a classic screwball comedy. 

After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack
-bar ads and nostalgic coming attraction previews we 
will present another splendid comic gem. 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


