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Mom took her turn preparing com-

munion at our church in Northern 

Wisconsin.  It was a large building 

with a basement and a balcony.  When 

she’d head for the church kitchen to 

count out those little glass thimble-like 

cups, and make sure each bread tray 

was correctly filled with those little 

dry wafers, I often crept up into the 

dark cavern called the auditorium.  

Streetlights pushed a small amount of 

light through the stained glass win-

dows.  I could make out the three large 

chairs, more like thrones, on the plat-

form. The biggest one was for the 

preacher.  The song leader and some-

body else sat on either side of him.  It 

was all a bit spooky.  God was up 

there in the balcony…watching me, 

for sure.  It was a daring feat…

walking around in God’s House…in 

the near-dark. 

 

I had the mistaken idea that God was 

stern and unwelcoming…like an old 

guy who frowns when a neighbor boy 

accidently hits a baseball into his yard.  

This was God’s turf.  And I wasn’t 

particularly welcome.  I was mistaken 

to think God lived in that brick build-

ing.  And equally wrong to think I’d 

be unwelcome if it was.  Mark Twain 

was mistaken as well when he said 

that ‘God doesn’t know that I exist…

and even if he did he wouldn’t care’.  

If Jesus really is the exact image of 

God…and the radiance of his glory…

we can be quite certain of this…God 

is more than overjoyed when his kids 

are nearby. 

 

Instead of getting goose bumps in his 

presence…wow…those approaching 

him can expect warm arms of love.  

One thing is absolutely, undeniably 

certain…God is for us.  Jesus wel-

comed children, hookers, IRS guys, 

‘sinners’ (to cover a whole category of 

unrighteous ones) when they turned 

his way.  And his behavior is a reflec-

tion of the Father’s behavior if he was 

walking among us.  He is a leaping-off

-of-the-porch God.  A ‘come unto me 

all you who are weak and heavy lad-

en’ God. 

 

Some may expect that getting in range 

of God runs the risk of having his long 

boney finger thumping them on the 

chest with accusation after accusation.  

Instead, Jesus surprised folk by reserv-

ing his harsh talk for stuffed shirts, 

while gathering wayward ones to him 

like a mother hen rounding up her 

chicks.  Before you ever deal with the 

trip-ups of your life, know this…God 

is incredibly committed to your joy 

and redemption.  Believe that.  It will 

keep you from keeping your distance 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Along the way we order from the menu or head for 

the buffet.  It is substantial.  After all this IS a truck 

stop. Come join us any First Saturday.  In August the 

date is the third.  It all starts at 9…but by then the 

place is usually packed.  After all, we’ve been look-

ing forward to this all month.  Iron Skillet…Phoenix 

(Oregon!)…9…August 3…You! 

 

39PLUS…AT LARSEN’S PLACE 
Of course our group will meet at the church on the 

Last Wednesday, August 28, to fold newsletters, 

study the Bible and share a potluck lunch. 

 

But Jim and Karen invite us to their home on the 

First Wednesday…August 7.  We’ll meet at 9 in-

stead of the usual 10 am.  Bring your Bible.  Study 

time first, then a light cookout.  It will all wrap up by 

noon. 

 

Larsen’s live at 114 Autumn Ridge Drive in Talent.  

Call for direction: 541-890-3209. 

 

ROGUE RIDERS… 

LITHIA PARK PICNIC 
In August we move our little trek to the Second 

Wednesday, since the Rogue Rendezvous will take 

place the next week.  Meet at the church at 10:30 

with your picnic lunch in hand.  This isn’t a potluck, 

but dessert and a beverage will be provided.   

 

REAL MEN COME FROM ALL OVER 
Bill worships 

at Ashland 

Christian Fel-

lowship.  Jos-

ue is linked to 

a Baptist 

church in 

Medford. 

Daryl is a 

member of 

Rogue Valley 

Christian.  

Several are part of the flock that meets at Second/B 

in Ashland.  We are a mix.  A good mix.  This is 

more than a Bible study.  It is a little church.  That is 

exactly what Jeff says.  The Monday morning blend 

of guys is his main time of ‘gathering together’ as 

the New Testament directs.  So, whatever other 

group you call your ‘home’ bunch…you can put 

your feet under the table with us over at the Iron 

Skillet (Phoenix, Oregon!) any Monday…8 am. 

 

SAINTS ALIVE…AND ANXIOUS 

FOR EACH ‘FIRST SATURDAY’ 
Much like our men’s bunch, these good folk hail 

from various churches.  Some friendships go back 

many decades.  But kids are welcome too.  We count 

the day until ‘we meet again’.  One person after an-

other takes the floor and reads or tells a ‘funny’.  

or assuming you’ve gone too far astray or committed 

more errors than he is willing or able to forgive.  He 

is for you.  In your corner.  He’s calling you…and 

patiently waiting for you to ‘come unto me’.  In your 

corner. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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BLACKBERRY DESSERT…OLD TIME 

MOVIE NIGHT 
You already love those classic flicks which Mike 

Royer projects on the silver screen each Third Sat-

urday.  On August 17 we’ll provide blackberry des-

sert for all movie patrons.   Want to be a part of the 

berry-picking cadre…or the baking team…or serv-

ing sector?  Freshly harvested blackberries will be 

transformed into glorious pies and cobblers, with 

hopes that many movie-goers will come early for 

hot berry desserts topped with ice cream…at 

5:40…in Fellowship Hall.   Use the sign-up  sheet 

in the Library to register your interest in helping. 

 

NOISY OFFERING 
Thanks to all who have 

been dumping their 

change (and paper mon-

ey) into special offering 

cans in July.  We’ll 

continue this nifty 

‘second offering’ right 

into August.  Help our 

youth enjoy a week at 

Grove Christian Service 

Camp (three days for 

First Timer Camp).  We are happy to provide these 

scholarships, but all of the money comes from the 

Noisy Offerings.  Since our church pays for all 

campers at the end of the Summer, your gifts can 

be given all the way through August.   

 

Youth heading 

off to camp in 

August…Chris 

Macauley and 

Cielo Marlia-

Larsen  

 

THANKS 

FOR THE EXPERIENCE 
Both the Macauley and Marlia-Larsen families 

have expressed gratitude for the camp scholarships 

their boys received in July.  Chris attended High 

School Camp…Cielo enjoyed First Timers Camp.  

And thanks to all who have been donating to the 

scholarship/youth fund. 

SYMPATHY…LOUISE BAILEY AND 

DONNA BAIZE 
Our sympathy and love are 

extended to the families of 

Louise and Donna, who 

graduated to Glory in July.  

Louise’s service was held in 

her home town, North Bend, 

Oregon.  She served as a 

leader there for many years.  

Louise had been attending 

worship services with us for 

over a year.  Donna had ex-

perienced a stroke while 

tending to her daughter in 

Bend, Oregon.  Subsequent 

strokes took their toll on this 

dear lady.  Her service was 

held at our church on July 

26. Thanks to Linda Corn-

well and her team who pro-

vided a luncheon for Don-

na’s family following her 

‘celebration of life’. 

 

OUTDOOR BREAKFAST PICNICS, 

EMIGRANT LAKE 
These summer forays 

to Emigrant Lake have 

been going on for a 

decade.  On the last 

Saturday of May 

through September we 

converge on our local 

lake for a grand time 

of fellowship and fine 

vittles.  One aim of 

these popular morning 

meals is to provide a 

guest with a fun, non-

threatening way to get 

acquainted with our folk.  Come on out to Emigrant 

Lake at 8 or so if you’d like to do some prep work.  

Chow is served up at about 9.  You’ll see an offer-

ing basket on one of the tables; help us defray the 

cost of groceries, please.  Also, remember the park-

(Continued on page 4) 

Donna Baize 

Louise Bailey 
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Cielo and I recently scouted out the place and found 

it even better than I had remembered from previous 

expeditions.  Karen and I made an additional quick 

trip to secure more details of services, etc.  Tent sites 

run $15 per night.  RVers pay a bit more.  No electri-

cal or sewer hook-ups.  Water is available nearby.  

You’ll love the sites…plenty of shade and a few 

steps from a view of the Rogue.  If you plan to enjoy 

meals (dinner and breakfast) you’ll need to let me 

know by August 11.  The cost is reasonable. 

 

So there you have it…an experience awaits you with 

plenty of time for prayer, relaxation, fishing, canoe-

ing and grand campfire visits.  No program or sched-

ule except meal times.  Come camp with me! 

 

Jim Larsen, 541-890-3209 

 

SERVICE TO SENIOR SAINTS 
I’ve been doing this for years…with great joy.  I’m 

referring to Sunday afternoons spent at Jackson 

House (2-2:30) and now Arbor Place (3-4).  After a 

treat and coffee we sing some peppy songs.  I tell a 

story from the Bible and make application.  We share 

our hearts with one another, eager to meet again the 

following week.  On Mondays I drop in at Emeritus 

at Mountain View (3-4) with cookies or donuts in 

hand.  This is written as “I” although it would bring 

me joy to make it “we”.  No experience needed…just 

love and listening ears.  Jim Larsen 

 

SUNDAY MORNING VBS 
Our Sunday Morning kids program has been a big 

hit. By adding a few more volunteers and restructur-

ing the hour and a half time together, we are minis-

tering to a broader age range of our kids. A special 

thank you to our volunteers: Linda Bell, Ava Fish, 

Amanda Ford, Lesslea Gosswiller, Kay Killian, Bet-

ty Lillibridge, April Macauley, Jenny Macauley, 

Chris Macauley, Danielle Myers, Connie Prieto, 

Lindsey Vermillion.                               Karen Larsen 

 

VBS WORKER APPRECIATION AT 

LARSENS 
We will be grilling and feasting, Saturday, Aug. 10th 

at Jim & Karen’s. This will be a great time of fellow-

ship, sharing ideas and seeing where our Sunday 

morning program goes from here. Hope you can join 

us.                                                         Karen Larsen 

ing toll, $4 per vehicle.  When arriving at the toll 

booth look for our bunch off to your right…the ones 

with modest halos.  Saturday…Aug 31…Emigrant 

Lake 

 

If you don’t find us at our usual place just take a gan-

der around the park and look for Jim’s little blue 

truck. 

 

ROGUE RENDEZVOUS…

ENCAMPMENT NEAR THE OCEAN 
This started out as a solo prayer retreat.  I planned to 

set up camp on the Lower Rogue River to spend time 

with God.  But since my motto for the year is To-

gether, I put the word out, inviting whosoever will to 

set up their tent nearby.  Wow! What a nifty re-

sponse.  Son-in-Law Ethan, now pastoring a church 

in Scottsdale, Ari-

zona, decided to 

spend August 22-

26 with me.  Then 

one of his elders, 

Don Petersen,  vol-

unteered to be our 

Dutch oven chef 

for the entire Ren-

dezvous. John 

Hendee, mission-

ary and dear friend, will fly in from San Diego.  

Friends from my Rotary club have signed on.  Folk 

from our own congregation have locked in on the 

dates.  I’ve heard that some ladies will spend their 

nights in Gold Beach, driving the 15 miles up-river 

to Quosatana Creek Campground during the day.  
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VBS GAMES AND REVIEW 
On August 18th the "VBS" will have games and re-

view . Helpers would be appreciated. Donation of 

water noodles for one game would also be appreciat-

ed! For kids who are able to attend on the 18th, we 

will share a song that the class learned at the end of 

service that day.                                    Kay Killian 

 

AUGUST POTLUCK 
Join us after service for a Potluck on August 25th. 

For those staying behind and not attending Jim's in-

formal “get away” ,we will be holding the 4th Sun-

day potluck. Kids from class will be "Standing 

Strong" and setting up for the potluck during class 

time.  

 

Please bring a main dish and salad or a side dish and 

dessert. We will truly try our luck at what is in each 

pot and pan!                                           Kay Killian 

 

NEW SERMON SERIES…JESUS IS 

BETTER 
Imagine the disappointment and fear that came to 

those first Jewish followers of Jesus.  Paul and others 

went on a rampage, going house to house to arrest 

them.  They were thrown into prison…some dying 

for their faith.  As they fled persecution the going did 

not get an easier.  In Rome they were ‘illegals’…and 

faced the most horrid treatment.  Some considered 

returning to their Jewish roots, abandoning their 

commitment to Jesus.  The book of Hebrews was 

written to stem such a tide of retreat.  Each chapter 

of Hebrews rings with a call to remain firm.  All of 

the rich doctrinal matters of faith are addressed, with 

a contrast of the Old Way (the Old Covenant) and 

the New Way (Jesus).  Please join me in this im-

portant series of sermons as we consider the most 

vital foundation stones of our faith.  See you on Sun-

day?  I’m urging you to make this a priority.  God 

bless you!  Jim L 

 

GET A GRIP ON THE NEW TESTA-

MENT...WITH MEXICAN FLAVOR 
What a delight it is each Sunday morning to arrive 

early at El Tapatio (Mexican Restaurant)…first for a 

light breakfast, and then our study time at 9:15 AM.   

It is certainly not too late to get in on this time of 

mining the New Testament.  Learn keys to Decision 

Making, Prayer, Life Purpose, Becoming a Chris-

tian…and much more.  Bring your Bible, of course. 

I’ll provide the notebook and handouts.  El Tapatio is 

at the north end of Ashland, near Butler Ford and TC 

Chevrolet.  I’ll buy  your coffee…and your first 

breakfast.  With love, Jim 

 

MILITARY BIBLESTICK OUTREACH 
On Sunday, August 

11, Earl Rogers will 

show us how we 

can bless members 

of the military (and 

their families) with 

a Military Bi-

bleStick. The Mili-

tary BibleStick is a 

digital audio player 

that is pre-loaded 

with a dramatized 

recording of the entire New Testament from Faith 

Comes by Hearing. We’ll show a brief video ex-

plaining how we can be used of God to touch our 

beloved members of the armed services. We will also 

share information about other audio bible resources 

that we can use. 

 

BRAD’S DAD…ON TO GLORY 
A large host of friends 

and family bid fare-

well to James (Earl) 

Curnow, at the Na-

tional Cemetery near 

Eagle Point on July 

25th.  It was good to 

see Brad take part in 

the military honors 

portion of the ceremo-

ny.  Our prayers are 

with the Curnow/Fish 

family in their time of 

loss. 

 

YOUTH BOWLING EVENT…AUG 15 
Middle School and High School youth need to keep 

their ears peeled for details of the bowling party 

planned for Thursday afternoon, August 15th.  Lynda 
(Continued on page 6) 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

  6  - Dawson Ford 

  7  - Evelyn Sayles 

11  - Marie Hoffman 

13  - Paul Creel 

14  - Mia Jo Marlia-Larsen 

19  - Jennie Macauley 

19  - Maryanne Rossini 

21  - Cielo Marlia-Larsen 

28  - Nadine Christie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

18  - Ted and Kay Killian 

26  - Michael and Kathy Wing 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

Bell and Lindsey Vermillion are planning this nifty 

event. 

 

JACKIE RILEY IN NEED OF  

HOUSING…SOON! 
Jackie has just a month and a half left before she gets 

her diploma from Southern Oregon University.  And 

here at the last of her school days she has a very 

pressing need…housing.  Student Aid is not availa-

ble, so we are hoping that some good hearted indi-

vidual or family can find room to house this good 

lady until mid-September.  The church will provide 

some food money to her host/hostess.  Please call 

Jim Larsen if you would like to discuss the matter…

541-890-3209.  Her current situation ends August 12. 

  

THANKS SO MUCH FOR THE 

FLOWERS 
A lovely note was received from Louise Bailey’s 

family, thanking our church family for showing love 

to Louise when she was able to be with us…and for 

the lovely flowers which we had delivered in time 

for her memorial service in North Bend. 

 

NOTES FROM THE STRINGERS 
Hazy view across our 

little valley. A warning 

of a very hot day in the 

offing. In the shady 

foreground we are look-

ing down on a feeding 

station and hide for 

viewing wild game.       

Gene (7/27) 

 

Lunch for 36 finished... 

next is dinner for 63. 

Tomorrow...100 degree 

temp F and 100 people 

for Lunch.. Janice (7/29) 

 

Enjoying our time in the Vienna Woods...counting 

the days until our return to Anderson Creek. Great 

people in both places. God's work progressing both 

here and there ... Thank you Lord Jesus.  

     Janice (7/21) 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Whew...it's Columbia's 1963 sweep-

ing adventure "JASON AND  THE 

ARGONAUTS," in widescreen 

color with a rich score by Bernard 

Herrmann. Todd Armstrong stars as 

Jason and Nancy Kovack as Medea. 

So set sail with us in this fantastic 

special effects and mythological ad-

venture film that is fun for everyone. 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar 

will be open most of the evening, so 

bring along a hearty appetite. Be 

sure and tell your friends, family and 

neighbors about our family friendly  

presentation. They'll thank you. 

So...who ya gonna call? 

The movies are FREE! There is 

NO charge for admission, but donations are gladly accepted. 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the 

evening, so bring a hearty appetite. Tell your friends, family 

and neighbors about our family friendly 

presentations. They'll thank you. 
  

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 

and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Ashland, Oregon 

The Ghost Breakers 

Jason and the Argonauts 

HORROR MOVIE SPOOF MEETS LEGENDARY  
ADVENTURE   Saturday, August 17 

 Marooned on a desert island with a 

beautiful heiress, in a haunted castle 

filled with earthly and unearthly foes. 

Who you gonna call?! "THE GHOST 

BREAKERS," that's who. It's that 

Paramount 1940 horror-spoof starring 

Bob Hope and Paulette Goddard with 

chills and laughs in a first-rate film 

which co-stars Richard Carlson, Paul 

Lukas, Anthony Quinn and Willie Best. 

After our usual intermission of vintage 

drive-in snack-bar ads and coming at-

traction previews, we are pleased to present one of the screen 

triumphs of the late master of pre-CGI special effects, Ray 

Harryhausen. It's the fable of Jason's search for the magical 

Golden Fleece and his encounters with incredible obstacles: a 

100 foot tall bronze giant, the venomous Hydra with the head 

of seven snakes and a spectacular battle in which the explorer 

and his crew face an army of skeletons, just to name a few. 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


