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Crossbeams 

Jesus spent so much time on the bor-

ders…the fringe…the seams of hu-

manity.  Of course he frequented the 

temple.  But he was, as often as not, 

rubbing shoulders with fishermen and 

IRS guys…on the edge of respectabil-

ity.   Were there other prophets who 

engaged women of the night and irrev-

erent men in dialogue?  Inviting him-

self to a tax guy’s home.  Willing to 

walk to a soldier’s place to heal his 

son.  Sitting at the community well, 

speaking kindly to a deflated women 

with a half dozen disappointing rela-

tionships in her past.  Jesus was not an 

intruder in such haunts…never an itin-

erant judge. 

 

And he instructed wanna be disciples 

to do the same.  How could he expect 

them to turn the other cheek or walk 

the extra mile if they only socialized 

with their own kind?  That sort of re-

sponding to critics would only happen 

if one shared the road with ‘unlike us’ 

folk.  His talk of being a light in the 

darkness requires that we are familiar 

with dark places.   

 

I remember hearing Robert Schuler 

(Crystal Cathedral) tell of preparing 

for a Christmas party in his neighbor-

hood.  He had little interest in attend-

ing…considering that the place down 

the street had already turned up the 

music…the bass seeming to ruffle him 

even with his doors closed.  He rolled 

his eyes and began the trek into the 

darkness.  Women were dressed in 

outfits that invited his imagination 

with provocation.  The air was filled 

with cigarette and marijuana smoke.  

His eyes watered.  And then he paused 

to look at us, his audience.  And 

then…it struck him.  Schuler turned to 

his wife and remarked, “So this is 

what it is like on their turf.  No won-

der they are so uncomfortable on 

mine’. 

 

At the Crystal Cathedral one guy 

stood on the platform…in a gray robe.  

Seating was rigid and ordered.  The 

place was well-lit.  But here in a 

neighbor’s home there was disarray.  

Soft, overstuffed furniture.  Lots of 

noise.  Laughter filled the air.  Every-

body had a voice.  They were having 

fun…on their turf, he mused.  He ex-

pected Jesus might have felt right at 

home.  Robert Schuler did not. 

 

Hanging out with people very unlike 

us does not mean we condone what 

they do.  But it may send a signal that 

we appreciate who they are.  Jesus did 

that so very well.  There he was…

alone with a woman who’d been 

caught in adultery.  Alone with such a 

woman!  Then staying multiple nights 
(Continued on page 2) 
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ROGUE RIDERS JOURNEY UP-

STREAM TO ROGUE RIVER LODGE 
Not so long ago we make the trek to this dandy place 

on the river, just a tad the other side of Shady Cove.  

Trees will be colorful, the river is beautiful, prices 

are quite reasonable and the fellowship…grand.  

Meet at the church to carpool or caravan…10:30 am.  

What a fine time to invite a friend to tag along.   

Wednesday…October 23…Rogue River Lodge…

Meet at 10:30 

COMMUNICATION COURSE 

PLANNED 
I’ve had the joy and privilege of teaching a good 

number of courses for Northwest Christian Universi-

ty.  I must say that this is one of the most practical 

and joy-producing.  Most folk can name a precious 

few people who will really ‘hear them out’, let them 

finish their story…without the conversation being 

commandeered, interrupted, or otherwise dashed. 

 

Attendees who give this a sincere try will find that 

the 5 Listening Skills which we address can revital-

ize and even save suffering relationships.  I have no 

agenda but that of helping you become a better com-

municator.  No wonder I call the The Helping, Heal-

ing, Wonder of Listening.  Real listening helps, heals 

and is a wonder.  After all…how many people do 

you know who allow you to say all you want to say 

without second-guessing you whenever you pause to 

take a breath?  I confess to knowing only a handful 

of people who get high marks in this.  You can exit 

this course with a few tools to contribute greatly to 

you being an amazing friend. 

 

Sunday…October 27…5:30-8:30 pm…Fellowship 

Hall 

BIBLE STICKS SUPPLIED TO  

MILITARY 
Recent offerings to provide Bible Sticks for mem-

bers of the Armed Forces totaled $175.  This will 

make God’s Word available to a good number of 

men and women in the military…as well as their 

families.  Thanks to all who contributed to this noble 

cause. 

 

39PLUS 
Our First Wednesday gathering will be at El Tapatio 

Restaurant this month.  Arrive at 10 for table games.  

Jim’s Bible study begins at 11.  Stick around for 

lunch.  The first $5 per person (for lunch) will be 

provided as a gift.   

Wednesday…October 2…10 AM…El Tapatio 

Restaurant…All ages welcome 

Newsletter Fold-

ing, Bible 

Study and Pot-

luck Lunch…

Wednesday…

Oct 30…

Fellowship 

Hall 

in the home of a despised Samaritan.  Had he no 

morals or self-respect??  And how such folk flocked 

to him.  What his eyes and smile spoke must have 

been immensely inviting.  He was the doctor, touch-

ing the lepers.  Let detractors accuse or sift him…

Jesus lived on the border of decency…and beckons 

us…no, demands that we…spend time there too. 

(Continued from page 1) 



PAGE 3 CROSS BEAMS VOLUME 29 ISSUE 10  

EVANGELISM TRAINING  

LAUNCHES 
For many years I’ve shared the Gospel via my 

Three Stories (Abraham, Moses, Jesus).  The weak-

ness of my method is that it is not transferable.  The 

stories come from my own storehouse of Bible 

knowledge.  I am finally taking the plunge, com-

mitting to a method of helping bring others to 

Christ…a method anybody can learn.  It is called 

the Peace Treaty with God, created by my friend of 

45 years, John Hendee. 

 

To begin this I’ll be teaching The Peace Treaty on 

Sunday mornings at my El Tapatio Restaurant 

class.  And it will be the main tool for my own 

sharing of the Good News.  As time moves along 

I’ll offer another course so others can get on board. 

Starting Date at El Tapatio, October 20…Class 

Begins at 9…Come early to enjoy breakfast…

Coffee is on me    Jim Larsen 

 

THANKSGIVING AT TOU VELLE 

PARK…NOV 28 
My goal is to have a good mix of folk gathering to 

spend quality time together.  So invite friends, fam-

ily and business acquaintances to this annual event.  

I haul Dutch oven gear to this beautiful park,   

where Table Rock Road crosses the Rogue River.  

Thanksgiving Lunch will be served at high noon.  

Set up and prep workers will want to arrive be-

tween 10 and 11.  In Dutch ovens we’ll cook up 

beef brisket, apple cobbler, a potato dish, green 

beans and yams, stuffing and barbequed chicken.  

Workers will be treated to Monkey Bread. 

 

Usually others bring dishes to complete the buf-

fet…particularly salads and desserts (other?). 

 

Please remember that the purpose of this is much 

more than mere holiday dining outdoors.  I’ll be 

inviting Rotary friends, neighbors and acquaintanc-

es from my office (the Downtowne Coffee Shop in 

Talent).  I’m expecting all others who attend to 

make similar invitations.  Again, the idea is to get a 

mix of all sorts of people spending a lovely time 

together, as we did with the Rogue Rendezvous. 

 

You have ample time to inform others of this spe-

cial date.  Everyone is welcome.  If you plan to 

bring a large group with you, just keep me in-

formed…541-890-3209.   Jim Larsen 

 

COURSES GALORE…BE A TEACHER

-FOR-THE-DAY 
Please pick up a form in the foyer…to explain the 

course you are willing to teach our people and their 

friends.  Professor Donna Cornelius has gotten the 

ball rolling by offering to teach us how to use the 

microwave in making  a whole variety of dishes.  

Betty Tine Metcalf was next in line, volunteering to 

coach us on making cream pies.  Jim Larsen will 

conduct a short course on canoe paddling.  Betty 

Lillibridge is ready to give voice lessons.  Lori Jo 

Marlia-Larsen will get you started making Salad In 

A Jar.  And you?  How about rose pruning…or 

your gardening specialty…wood working…oil 

changing…fishing…camping skills…you name it!  

Forms will be ready the first week in October 

through November…the first classes being offered 

in early 2014. 

 

REAL MEN…A TINY CHURCH 
This is not church with a little ‘c’.  These guy’s 

hearts are ‘knit together’, as we read of David and 

Jonathan.  They have a good thing going.  Gene 
(Continued on page 4) 
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SAINTS ALIVE…WITH BETTER 

JOKES (NO JOKE!) 
Thanks to the internet the quality and number of fun-

nies have changed dramatically.  What great stuff is 

offered for our amusement!  You no longer have to 

remember a good joke or antidote.  Just print it off.  

Of course First Saturdays are about more than just 

laughing and eating.  The key word is ‘together’.  

We live all over the Rogue Valley.  During the week 

our paths seldom cross.  But here at the Iron Skillet 

we sit across from each other, catch up the latest hap-

penings…relaxed in each other’s company. 

Saturday…October 5…9 am…The Iron Skillet…

Phoenix 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE SCHOOL OFF 

AND RUNNING   
After the positive feedback of the summer "VBS" 

style format for the Children's program, it was decid-

ed to carry on with a similar venture. What is excit-

ing about this program is it's tagline "Getting into the 

Bible and the Bible getting into me". It is important 

for kids to see adults in a worship setting, so kids 

stay with their parents for the first couple of worship 

songs. Here is what happens when we dismiss: 

 

We have our own Praise time, that gets our hearts 

and hands moving. 

 

Then we have a Bible Exploration time, that gets 

kids actually using the Bible and exploring verses for 

Bible precepts. Then the kids get to re-enforce what 

was taught using crafts, drama, experiments or other 

Stringer is our pastor.  Conversations are rich.  Rela-

tionships are brother to brother.  Room for you?  You 

bet!  But don’t think of this as just another meeting.  

Jump start you week with an hour or so of study, as 

we enjoy breakfast.  Order from the menu or dig into 

the breakfast buffet, quite amply supplied.  The mix 

is great…some men from our Sunday bunch, others 

from other fellowships…or none other than this. 

 

Monday Mornings…8…The Iron Skillet…Phoenix  

(Oregon!) 

 

OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT,  

OCTOBER 19 
From one end of our valley to the other, this magical 

piece of entertainment and fellowship is well-known.  

And it has been going on for over 11 years…the 

showing of vintage films.  Although the first movie 

doesn’t start until 6:30 pm, folk are at the door by 6, 

ready to order our mighty tasty dogs and Polish dogs.  

Mike Royer…you have 

done a wonderful job of 

selecting films which 

tap into our fond memo-

ries of yesteryear.  

Snack bar attendants…

you are terrific.  Brad, 

your work is not unno-

ticed.  Go to the ‘show’ 

at our place…and meet 

viewers from all over 

the place. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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hands on activities. We wind it down in prayer, since 

even the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to 

pray. 

 

Through songs, Bible use, hands on activities and 

prayer time, the goal is to train up chil-

dren...grounding them in the Word...so that they will 

not depart from it. Yeah, it's fun, but it it works on 

many levels. 

 

Our hope is that, while teaching the younger kids, we 

engage the Middle School and High School age to be 

helpers and future leaders, since our Youth will 

hopefully become our future church. Our desire is 

that each child enrich their personal walk with Him 

Our goal is that, while this teaches and ministers to 

our regular attenders, it will be relevant enough for 

those who have never stepped a foot in a church 

door.   

 

What can you do to help? We'd love be able to uti-

lize as many volunteers as possible, so that no one 

has to miss Worship time all the time. You can do-

nate a few supplies we need (we will try to com-

municate them far enough ahead of time). You can 

invite friends, neighbors to give a Sunday a try. But 

the most important thing you can do is pray.  

(Karen/Kay) 

 

MINISTRY TO GOLDEN AGE 

FRIENDS 
Every Sunday and Monday I have the joy of spend-

ing time at three retirement centers.  You might want 

to join me.  The visit to Jackson House is quite 

brief…about 30 minutes.  This neat care facility is 

located just around the corner from our home in Tal-

ent.  Sundays…2 p.m.  Then I make the short trek to 

Arbor Place over in Medford.  About a dozen mighty 

fine older folk enjoy cupcakes and coffee with me…

plus fun old songs and familiar hymns.  I tell a Bible 

story and make an abbreviated application.  This be-

gins at 3 p.m. on Sunday and runs about an hour.  

Monday finds me at Emeritus at Mountain View in 

Ashland.  Cookies and coffee are enjoyed by a hand-

ful of saints…then our Bible study, which includes 

plenty of participation.  This starts at 3 p.m. and runs 

about an hour.  Drop in some time.  You’ll be appre-

ciated.  Nothing to bring.  Give me a call if you have 

questions.  Jim   541-890-3209 

 

HAPPYGRAM ANYBODY 
Here’s an example of a Happygram.  Thanks to Betty 

Lillibridge for suggesting that we provide a means 

for expressing our appreciation to one another.  With 

the help of Doyle Cornwell (placing the bulletin 

board) and Lesslea Gosswiller (decorating it) we 

now have a place for tacking thank you notes where 

all can read them…in the church foyer.  Pens, note 

paper and push pins are waiting for you.  So Thanks 

to you three for your dandy idea, work and design-

ing. 

 

LAST OUTDOOR BREAKFAST OF 

THE YEAR 
These have been such fun…our monthly pow wows 

in the great outdoors.  Each Last Saturday of May, 

June, July and August has found a good bunch of 

folk descending on Emigrant Lake for fellowship, 

meeting new friends, kayaking (for some), long 

walks and talks…and chow.  Several two burner 

stoves are running.  The smell of bacon, grilled on-

ions and peppers, eggs to order…ah, how sweet it is!  

So here we are at the Last Breakfast…Saturday, Sep-

tember 28. 

 

As you have discovered, this is the perfect place for 

newcomers to fit in, flipping pancakes, chopping 

peppers or what have you.  If we can find an unoccu-

pied covered sight we’ll take it.  So look for Jim’s 

little blue truck.  Cookers and Preppers…8.  Eaters…

(Continued on page 6) 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
  

  1  - Jerry Moore  

  3  - Spencer Hayes 

  3  - Adam Christie 

10  - Ava Fish 

10  - Linda Cornwell 

21  - Janice Stringer 

23  - Danielle Myers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
  

none 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

9.  Bring $4 for parking and a few bucks for the do-

nation jar. 

 

PIECE CORPS 
We can hardly believe that it’s almost time for our 

Christmas Quilt Drawing! 

 

This year’s quilt is a triangle patch. These were do-

nated to us already cut and sewn into placks. We 

have it together and tied. Now we just need to hem it 

and have it hung in the church Library 

Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10 

 

Anyone is welcome to join us on Tuesday mornings 

at 9:30 a.m. Bring your own project to work on, help 

out; or even just to join in for a chat. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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It's Barbara Stanwyck and 
Errol Flynn begging the ques-
tions "What's going on 
here?'..."Who's covering 
up?"..."Sinister or insane?"...in 
the 1947 adventure-mystery 
"CRY WOLF." You might need 
to bring along a score card to 
keep track of the goings on 
going on...sorta. Look both 
ways before walking into dark 
places...they just might hold 
some sinister family secrets. 
(gulp) 

Our reasonably priced 
snack-bar will be open most of the evening, so bring a 
hearty appetite. Don't forget to tell all your friends and 
neighbors about our fabulous family presentations. Re-
member, this program contains no habit-forming man-
made monsters...just the (gulp) human kind. 

The movies are FREE! There's NO charge for admis-
sion, but donations are gladly accept-
ed.  
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 

and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 
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The Black Room 

Cry Wolf 

NO MAN-MADE MONSTERS...JUST THE HUMAN 
KIND!    Saturday, October 19, 2013 

     Ho boy...it's Halloween 
month and Old Time Movie 
Night has an evening of 
sinister goings on going 
on...going 
on...going...okay, okay, 
enough...already!  It's an 
evening of creepy machi-
nations that will keep you 
on the edge of your seat 

trying to figure out who's lying, who's nuts and who's 
who...maybe. 

First up, Boris Karloff plays 3 parts in the 1935 thriller 
"THE BLACK ROOM," a film about an ancient curse, a 
good twin brother...his evil brother...and the evil brother 
impersonating the good brother! Confused? Be glad 
you're not one of the poor village peasants. 

After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-
bar ads and coming attraction previews, we bring you two 
more of the Golden Age of Hollywood's legendary stars. 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


