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Crossbeams 

He was an attorney…the guy who 

sought Jesus’ guidance on making it to 

heaven.  Love God and love your 

neighbor, as we all remember.  But he 

pressed Jesus for a bit of clarity on the 

matter. Who is my  neighbor? The 

families on my block?  Or my floor of 

the dorm?  Co-workers?  Getting this 

straight could save a person much ef-

fort and problem solving.  But instead 

of providing such a definition, Jesus  

told one of his amazing stories.  It’s 

the sad tale of a traveler who fell into 

the hands of ruffians.  They beat him 

and robbed him blind.  But luckily 

(we’d think) two church leaders came 

walking by.  But sadly, they just hur-

ried on without lifting a finger to stop 

the bleeding or assess the situation.  

But then an odd thing happened.  An 

outcast of society journeyed by…and 

(to our surprise) gave immediate first 

aid…and hauled the victim to a clinic 

at the next town. 

 

This story really contains the three 

main philosophies folk have about 

possessions and people.  Those nasty 

robbers had the attitude What is Yours 

is Mine…if I can just get my hands on 

it.  The church men didn’t contribute 

to the injury or robbery…but had the 

despicable perspective What is Mine 

Is Mine…if I can just keep my hands 

on it.  But (say hallelujah!) the Samar-

itan expressed What is Mine is 

Yours…if you need it (and there’s 

more where that came from if you re-

ally need more).  YMMMMY.  Yours 

is Mine. Mine is Mine.  Mine is 

Yours.   

The answer-seeking attorney was 

asked by Jesus, Who proved to be a 

good neighbor?  His answer was ines-

capable…the one who showed mercy.  

It was as if Jesus said ‘Oh, you knew 

it all along…go and do likewise’. 

 

The ‘love God’ part wasn’t such a 

mystery to the inquiring lawyer.  It 

was the application of love to others 

that had him wondering how far com-

passion must reach…or…Who is this 

neighbor I am to love?  And the an-

swer was so comprehensive.  Every-

body and anybody in the arena of my 

life.  Wherever I go…whomever I 

bump into…my neighbor.  Color, gen-

der, age…none of it matters.  They are 

my neighbors.  And what is mine is to 

be theirs…if needed.  Pray for your 

enemy, our master instructed.  Give to 

those who can never repay you.  Turn 

the other cheek.  Don’t loan…give.  

Give the shirt off of your back. 

 

Radical? A bit. But such extreme gen-

erosity puts a candle on a stand and 

shines like a star in the evening sky.  

There’s hardly room for just being a 

nice guy.  Jesus wasn’t one.  He was 

excessive in goodness, and gave to 
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others till there was nothing left to give.  And I’m to 

follow that example?  Jesus told the attorney, Yes. 

(Continued from page 1) It would be easy to point out her faithfulness in Sun-

day worship and the adult Bible school class.  But 

what was so unusual about dear Marie was her will-

ingness to try new ways and give our unusual evan-

gelism methods a chance.  I considered her my big-

gest fan.  I haven’t looked for admirers so much as 

willing partners.  Marie was my sidekick…a troop-

er…and a non-complainer.  She was my hero.  Dear 

God, how we’d be blessed to have a host of such 

perky saints in our midst.  May her tribe increase. 

Marie has migrated to heaven, but she remains firm-

ly planted in our book of excellent memories. 

 

Jim Larsen,  

President of the Marie Hoffman Fan Club  

 

SAINTS ALIVE 
These are unstoppable people. These fine folk love 

God…and each other.  So they’ll be together telling 

tall tales and sharing hugs, prayers and jokes too.  

Some order from the menu, while others prefer to 

pick and choose their vittles from the ample buffet. 

In the end their tab will be trimmed, if they are Sen-

iors, (or by showing their AAA card).  But count on 

this…the magic hour will arrive and our dear old-

sters and a few younger ones will be together again. 

 

On December 7th we will return to the newly remod-

eled Iron Skillet at our usual time of 9:00 a.m. 

39PLUS, BETTY HOSTS US AGAIN! 
Betty Lillibridge is spoiling us…and we love it.  So 

often on First Wednesdays our bunch converges on 

her place for the expected…table games at 10 and 

Bible study at 11.  But we never know what to ex-

pect for lunch.  Petite sandwiches, a specialty soup, a 

variety of homemade breads and a dessert or two, 

MARIE HOFFMAN,  

I (WE) 

MISS YOU! 
When we held an 

evening services 

in Lithia Park at 

Pioneer Hall most 

of the attendees 

were young 

folk...some of 

them homeless.  

We projected 

great old songs on 

the wall…and 

sang along with 

the Blind Boys of 

Alabama, Elvis 

Presley, Hank Williams Jr., Willie Nelson or Aaron 

Neville.  It was great. The volume would be turned 

up and everybody sang with gusto.  Marie Hoffman 

was in the bunch…front row.  There she was…on a 

cold winter night…singing away…and thanking me 

for helping her move from her comfort zone.  I loved 

it that we trekked to dozens of places over the years 

via our Rogue Riders program. Recently we estimat-

ed that we’d been to 140 places, including the Ore-

gon Coast, county fairs, museums and so much 

more.  Amid the ever-changing collection of travel-

ers, she was the ‘constant’. Marie was often the old-

est one in the cadre of travelers…but she thought 

young.  39PLUS benefited from her hospitality.  

How many times did she host our First Wednesday 

event?!  We’d play cards for an hour, then enjoy an 

hour of Bible study.  She saw no conflict of bumping 

together such diverse activities.  The last piece of the 

morning was enjoying her hearty lunch. 
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perhaps.  We’ll leave her home at 2315 Lupine, en-

ergized and well-fed, both from the Word and from 

her beautiful kitchen fare.  To get to Betty’s place 

on December 4…go south on Siskiyou…take a 

right on Tolman Creek Road…another right on 

Green Meadows…another right on Lupine…and 

look for her tidy place on your left.  Starts at 10.  

Bring a friend. 

 

FOLD THE NEWSLETTER… 

STAY FOR POTLUCK  
Our dandy newsletter comes out monthly.  While 

writing and photography are mainly my duties, and 

compiling and constructing it is Brad’s work…

getting it folded and ready for the Post Office is the 

work of volunteers (like you?) who show up each 

Last Wednesday.   Since Christmas falls on that 

Wednesday the plan will need to be altered.  So in 

December our Folding, Bible study and potluck 

will be on Friday, December 27th.  Bring a little 

something for the potluck please.  Show up at 10…

head home about 12:30.  All are welcome! 

 

OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT APPLE 

COBBLER 
In August we filled our Fellowship Hall with movie 

goers who arrived early for Blackberry Cobbler.  In 

November the treat for early birds was Betty Lil-

libridge’s Apple Cobbler…and ice cream.  What a 

triple treat this is for all…two movies, plus hot des-

sert with ice cream. Thanks Betty…and all who 

work to make the monthly Old Time Movie Night a 

hit in Southern Oregon. 

 

COMPASSIONATE 

ACTION CALLED 

FOR TALENT   
The Welcome to Talent 

sign has been surrounded 

by shaggy vegetation for 

well over a year.  So our 

Compassionate Action 

crew got busy and tackled 

the large piece of real es-

tate that stands at the gate-

way to Talent, just a few 

miles north of Ashland.  

On a rainy November day our bunch applied their 

fine pruning, raking, weed-pulling and other artistic 

skills to what had once been a beautifully land-

scaped plot at the corner of Highway 99 and Colver 

Road.  When word got out of this venture, a weed-

ing group in Talent, neighbors and friends joined 

the flurry of activity.  Rain called an early halt to 

our efforts, so there is still much to be done.  

Thanks to Emily Rogers, Tom Brown, Tim Killian, 

Lindsey Vermillion, Gwen Jarrell and Jim for heed-

ing the call to lend a hand.  Want to provide some 

compassionate action at that site or another?  Call 

Jim at 541-890-3209. 
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CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 

…DECEMBER 22 
What a fine morning is being planned for Christmas 

Sunday.  Expect a ‘Readers Theatre’, special music, 

flowers, candles, a special communion service and a 

brief message.  This is a grand time to bring a friend.  

The sanctuary will be decorated (see article 

“Decorate the Church” on the preceding column).  

Christmas cookies will cap off a special morning. 

 

TWO ADULT CLASSES OFFERED 

EACH SUNDAY MORNING 
Evangelism. This was intended to be a How To  

class.  In the course of five or six weeks we’d be 

ready to share the Gospel using the Peace Treaty. 

How things change.  Instead of a training course, our 

time together has been spent simply getting the ba-

sics of the Gospel firmly planted in our own hearts.  

Our group at El Tapatio has more than doubled since 

the new course began.  And happily, Gene Stringer’s 

course, held in Fellowship Hall, has also grown dur-

ing this time.  Praise God. 

 

So you have two fine options for Sunday mornings.  

My class now starts at 9 at the restaurant…but come 

early if you plan to eat breakfast.  Gene’s class at the 

church launches at 9:30.     Jim L 

 

ROGUE RIDERS  

SIPPING CIDER AT LARSEN’S    
With all of the hustle and bustle of December, our 

Rogue Riders will drive on over to the Larsen home 

for a peaceful time together.  Jim and Karen will pro-

vide hot cider, eggnog and coffee…and a Christmas 

pastry.  If you’d like to bring a few cookies or other 

treat that would be just great.  This will be a simple 

time of visiting, sipping cider and munching on 

sweets.  Wednesday…December 18…10-Noon…

Everyone invited…Larsen’s (114 Autumn Ridge 

Drive, Talent…541-890-3209). 

 

MINISTRY TO OLDSTERS 
You’ve heard about this so often. Perhaps you’d like 

to join me sometime: 

Sunday, 2 pm…Jackson House in Talent 

Sunday, 3 pm…Arbor Place in Medford 

Monday, 3 pm…Emeritus at Mountain View  

           in Ashland 

DECORATE THE CHURCH  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
Karen Larsen will be at the church building, Satur-

day, November 30 at 10:00 a.m. Anyone interested 

in preparing the sanctuary for the Christmas season 

is invited and encouraged to join in. Hoping to finish 

by noon 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, JESUS!    
This year your Elders and church board encourage 

you to consider giving a special gift to Jesus.  Offer-

ing envelopes are available for getting your financial 

gift to one of three mission groups…or benevolence.  

LJ and Brian  will be leaving for Tacna Peru on 

December 11.  They’d love to personally deliver a 

love gift to the church there, on behalf of our congre-

gation.  Money gathered for that mission will be sent 

with them…with donations gathered through the rest 

of December being sent directly.  You may wish to 

give a gift to TCMI, one of the missions we support.  

Gene and Janice Stringer have been serving as 

short term missionaries there for years.  Your dona-

tion will help TCMI in training pastors and other 

church leaders who travel to Austria for graduate 

level training.  A third possibility (as noted on the 

envelope) is Christian’s Haven.  This is also a mis-

sion we support every month.  Christians Haven does 

a fine job or working with at-risk, homeless, or-

phaned and rescued street children. The last cate-

gory is Benevolence.  These love gifts will give a 

hand to families in our church who could use a 

boost at Christmas time. 

Each Sunday until Christmas we’ll have a tree at the 

front of the church where you can tie your envelope 

with enclosed cash or check.  These will be tallied 

each week so we can inform the church of our week-

ly progress.  Happy Birthday, Jesus!  
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I delight in spending time with dear ones at each of 

these three sites every week.  Let me know if you’d 

like to join in sometime.   541-890-3209   Jim L 

 

REAL MEN GET…REAL 
It never fails.  

We read the 

lesson…and 

the lengthy 

Bible passage.  

Interesting ice

-breaker ques-

tions get the 

discussion 

time rolling.  

Often those 

queries are 

light hearted.  But it never fails.  We always get to 

meaty stuff…either tough matters dealt with in the 

Bible…or challenging issues the guys are facing in 

real life.  Hypothetical stuff is unnecessary.  Life it-

self calls for attention and a heavenly perspective.  

Want to get real, be real?  Join these guys any Mon-

day morning arriving between 7:45 and 8.  They cur-

rently meet at Debbie’s Diner in Phoenix.  But it 

would be best to give our facilitator a call:   

Gene 541-512-2856. 

 

DECEMBER POTLUCK? 
Our usual monthly potluck is held on the 4th Sunday 

of the month. In December that would be right after 

Movie Night and just days before Christmas. Sun-

day, December 15th might be a better time. Plans are 

still being formulated so watch the Sunday Bulletin 

for details as they are finalized. If you have any 

thoughts please share them with any member of the 

Board.     Brad Fish 

 

5TH SUNDAY MISSIONS MEETING 
On months with a 5th Sunday the Missions Commit-

tee meets in the Fellowship Hall following morning 

worship to enjoy an informal potluck and consider 

the missions that the church supports. This month 

our meeting is on Sunday, December 29th. The pot-

luck and meeting are open to all who would like to 

know more about missions. Especially the ones we 

support. It is time to review our budget allocations 

for our supported missions for the coming year. 

Brad Fish. 

PIECE CORPS ANNUAL QUILT DRAWING 

There are only a few opportunities left to purchase 

your tickets for this year’s quilt drawing. This year 

the Piece Corp has revised the usual ticket price. 

Tickets will be $4 each or 3 for $10  See a member 

of the Piece Corp to purchase tickets. The drawing 

will be held in later in December. 

 

This is an important fund raiser for the Piece Corp. 

The proceeds from the drawing provide for the mate-

rials needed to create quilts throughout the year. The 

quilts are donated for weddings, baby showers, other 

events or just because there is a need. 

 

If you would like to get involved with the Piece Corp 

drop by some Tuesday Morning from 9:30 to Noon 

in the Fellowship Hall.         Brad Fish 

 

HAPPYGRAM 
Have you checked the HappyGram board lately? If 

not be sure to check it out see how people are being 

blessed by the kindness of others. If someone has 

been a bless-

ing to you or 

you think 

they are 

blessing the 

church why 

not fill out a 

card and 

share your 

thoughts. 

 BF 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  3  - Janie Moore 

  3  - Eleanor Olson 

  5  - Jimmy Collum 

  7  - Phyllis Smith 

10  - Jade Rudy 

11  - Kevin Sanders 

16  - Lois Hampson 

18  - Kitty Ellis 

19  - Earl Rogers 

19  - Kiley McDonald 

21  - Tim Killian 

21  - Isaac McDaniel 

25  - Ala Jones 

27  - Kay Killian 

27  - Theo Killian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

24  - Mike and Laurie Royer 

30  - Gene and Janice Stringer 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

NEEDS AND SKILLS  

QUESTIONNAIRE 
We are working on a Needs and Skills Questionnaire 

that will be available on a Sunday morning in the 

near future. The purpose is to help have a better idea 

of the areas where people need help and those who 

are ready to help out. We will use the information 

gathered from the questionnaire to help match those 

who can help with those who need help. Here is a 

partial list to consider: 
 

 Auto Repair/Maintenance 

 Computer/Tech Help 

 Food 

 Home Repair/Maintenance 

 Job Training 

 Long-term Volunteer 

 Mentoring/Tutoring 

 Other 

 Support and Care 

 Temporary Housing 

 Transportation/Rides 
 

The questionnaire may be available as soon Sunday 

December 1st. 
 

Another way to share information about skills and 

needs it to use “The Table”   BF 
 

THE TABLE PROJECT 
Have you checked out “The Table” yet? Twenty-two 

of you have. The Table is a private social network 

designed to help our church family keep in touch 

when we are not together on Sundays.  
 

Here are a few ways to stay connected: 
 

 Prayer Wall—This is a way to let technology 

help us share are prayer requests and even pro-

vide two way communication between the per-

son requesting prayer and the people praying. 

When you post a request or praise on the Prayer 

Wall everyone in the church that is on  the table 

gets notified and they will see who is praying 

when you click “Pray Now”. You can even 

share your thoughts or prayers. 

 Serve—allows you to ask for help, share things 

you wish to give away and things you are hap-

py to share. 

 

Check for info flyers in the back of the sanctuary. 

BF 
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After our usual intermission 
of vintage drive-in snack-bar 
ads and coming attraction pre-
views we're all going to attend 
a fantastic party. It's a star 
studded musical comedy about 
screen star Jimmy Durante's 
fabulous 1934 "HOLLYWOOD 
PARTY." Gawrsh...the folks 
who show up include The 
Three Stooges, and...and... and 
wait'll you see the trouble Lau-
rel and Hardy and Lupe Velez can get into with some eggs. 
Golly...even Mickey Mouse shows up at the party 

So, leave those last minute shopping lists, holiday meal 
receipts, the stress of planning your own party and join us for 
ours. Betcha leave afterwards smiling and your cares forgot-
ten...if only for one evening. 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the 
evening, so don't fill up before you arrive. Be sure and tell your 
friends and neighbors about this family friendly presentation 
that will leave 'em laughin'. 

 
The movies are FREE! There's NO 
charge for admission, but donations are 
gladly accepted.  
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 

and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Ashland, Oregon 

Golden Age of Comedy 

Hollywood Party 

FUNNY STRESS RELIEF AND PIE FIGHTS, TOO!  
                                      Saturday, December 21, 2013 

     For many, this is a joyous 
time of the year, but it can 
come with it's stresses. What to 
get uncle Harry...What will 
make the kids happy...How 
many will be here for din-
ner...Can we afford it??? 
     Well, your friends at 2nd 
and B invite you to an evening 
of fun and laughs that we're 

sure will take your mind off things serious and allow you to 
dwell on super silly things.  

It's our monthly Old Time Movie Night presentation Satur-
day, December 21, 2013. 

The fun starts when li'l Spanky's parents decide to have 
his portrait taken in the 1933 Our Gang short "WILD POSES." 

Then the fun escalates with the 1957 tribute to the silent 
movie comedians of the 1920s in "THE GOLDEN AGE OF 
COMEDY." It's a super grouping of silent comedy's great mo-
ments, including the greatest pie fight ever staged for film! 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


