
THE SOUND OF THE 

TRUMPET 

I set watchmen over you, 
saying, 'Pay attention to 
the sound of the trumpet!' 
But they said, 'We will not pay 
attention.' Therefore hear, O 
nations, and know, O 
congregation, what will 
happen to them. Hear, O 
earth; behold, I am bringing 
disaster upon this people, the 
fruit of their devices, because 
they have not paid attention to 
my words; and as for my law, 
they have rejected it.  

(Jeremiah 6:17-19) 



A TRUMPET OR HORN IS HEARD 

THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE 

Sometimes an actual 

trumpet or horn is used.  

At other times a sound is 

likened to a trumpet or a 

horn.  They are not the 

most important events 

but warrant investigation. 

 Context or situation? 

 Problem being faced? 

 Outcome or result? 

 Lesson learned? 

Which book of the Bible mentions 

“trumpet” most often? 



When was a trumpet or horn blown as a key part of the story? 

CAN YOU RECALL EXAMPLES 



LITTLE BOY BLUE 

Little Boy Blue, 
Come blow your horn, 

The sheep's in the 
meadow, 

The cow's in the corn; 
Where is that boy 

Who looks after the 
sheep? 

Under the haystack 
Fast asleep. 

Will you wake him? 
Oh no, not I, 

For if I do 
He will surely cry. 

ANALYSIS 
 

Context or situation? 

 

Problem being faced? 

 

Outcome or result? 

 

Lesson(s) learned? 

“Awake, you who sleep, Arise 

from the dead, And Christ will 

give you light.”  Ephesians 5:14 



MY ANALYSIS  (WHAT ABOUT THE COWS?) 

Context:  A once peaceful 

farm scene. 

Problem:  It seems that 

cows and (sheep?) are not 

where they should be and 

are doing what they 

should not be doing. 

Outcome:  Who is at fault?  

Why is he asleep on the 

job? Who will wake him?  

Complain, complain, 

complain.   

Lesson:  Someone needs to 

take responsibility…even if 

it results in a bit of crying. 



First impressions are important.   

What kind of first impression did God make on Israel? 

How about you?  What was your first impression of God? 

1. GOD INTRODUCES HIMSELF TO THE CHOSEN 



THE LAW IS DELIVERED 

On the morning of the third day there were thunders 

and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and 

a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the 

camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out 

of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at 

the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was 

wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended 

on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of 

a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. And 

as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, 

Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. 

(Exodus 19:16-19) 



ANALYZE THIS EVENT 

Now when all the people saw the 
thunder and the flashes of lightning and 
the sound of the trumpet and the 
mountain smoking, the people were 
afraid and trembled, and they stood far 
off and said to Moses, "You speak to us, 
and we will listen; but do not let God 
speak to us, lest we die." Moses said to 
the people, "Do not fear, for God has 
come to test you, that the fear of him 
may be before you, that you may not sin." 
The people stood far off, while Moses 
drew near to the thick darkness where 
God was. (Exodus 20:18-21) 

 Context or situation? 

 

 Problem being faced? 

 

 Outcome or result? 

 

 Lesson(s) learned? 

 



MY ANALYSIS 

Context:  Slaves try to 

learn how to use freedom.  

They seek security, safety. 

Problem:  God seeks a 

people who hear and trust 

Him.  The people want to 

go back to Egypt. 

Outcome:  God writes them 

a “letter”.  The people ask 

for a “go-between”. 

Lesson(s):  It would have 

been better if they had 

overcome their fear and 

trusted God immediately. 



You have come to the joyful gathering of God's first-born, whose names are 
written in heaven. You have come to God, who is the judge of all people, and 

to the spirits of good people made perfect. You have come to Jesus, who 
arranged the new covenant,   

Hebrews 12:23,24  

2.  THE SAME EVENT, A NEW PERSPECTIVE 



THE BLAST OF A TRUMPET--(HEBREWS 12:18-29) 

You have not come, as the people of Israel came, to what you can 
feel, to Mount Sinai with its blazing fire, the darkness and the gloom, 
the storm, the blast of a trumpet, and the sound of a voice. When the 
people heard the voice, they begged not to hear another word, 
because they could not bear the order which said, "If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death." The sight was so 
terrifying that Moses said, "I am trembling and afraid!" Instead, you 
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, with its thousands of angels. You have come to 
the joyful gathering of God's first-born, whose names are written in 
heaven. You have come to God, who is the judge of all people, and to 
the spirits of good people made perfect. You have come to Jesus, who 
arranged the new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that promises 
much better things than does the blood of Abel.  



ANALYZE/DISCUSS 

Be careful, then, and do not refuse to hear him who 
speaks. Those who refused to hear the one who gave 
the divine message on earth did not escape. How much 
less shall we escape, then, if we turn away from the one 
who speaks from heaven! His voice shook the earth at 
that time, but now he has promised, "I will once more 
shake not only the earth but heaven as well." The words 
"once more" plainly show that the created things will be 
shaken and removed, so that the things that cannot be 
shaken will remain. Let us be thankful, then, because 
we receive a kingdom that cannot be shaken. Let us be 
grateful and worship God in a way that will please him, 
with reverence and awe; because our God is indeed a 
destroying fire.  (Hebrews 12:18-29) 

Context 

 

Problem 

 

Outcome 

 

Lesson 



What did it say to you? 

What will be your response? 

HAVE YOU HEARD THE SOUND OF 

THE TRUMPET? 



SELF ANALYSIS 

Context:   

 Janice and I have been 
members here since 1971. 

 We have served this 
congregation in many 
capacities.   

 We love the Lord and His 
people.   

 Our time is coming to a close.   

 The end of the race draws 
near. 

For those who receive that rest 
which God promised will rest from 
their own work, just as God rested 
from his. Let us, then, do our best 
to receive that rest, so that no one 
of us will fail as they did because 
of their lack of faith. (Hebrews 
4:10-11) 



SELF ANALYSIS 

Problem:   

 Having heard the sound of the 
trumpet from my doctor what 
is the best way to serve my 
Lord with whatever time 
remains?   

 Is it proper to pass on dreams 
and visions for the future to a 
new generation of leaders?   

 Is there any wisdom to share?   

 Any insights to offer?   

 To whom? 

My deep desire and hope is that I 
shall never fail in my duty, but that 
at all times, and especially right 
now, I shall be full of courage, so 
that with my whole being I shall 
bring honor to Christ, whether I live 
or die. (Philippians 1:20) 



SELF ANALYSIS 

Outcome:   

 Taking personal responsibility 
to prolong life and improve 
health.   

 Found an effective way to be in 
God’s word daily.   

 Answer God’s call where I see 
needs to be met.   

 Encourage others to take up 
the reins of leadership.   

 Support their efforts with the 
resources God has given.   

We do not live for ourselves only, 
and we do not die for ourselves 
only. If we live, it is for the Lord 
that we live, and if we die, it is for 
the Lord that we die. So whether 
we live or die, we belong to the 
Lord. (Romans 14:7-8) 



SELF ANALYSIS 

Lessons:   

 It is too easy for us to think 
that we know what God wants 
us to do with our lives.   

 Our wisdom is insufficient for 
the task except it be controlled 
by God’s Spirit.   

 God’s people are often asked 
to do very strange things.   

 It’s in the book. 

For such a time as this… 

"Go and get all the Jews in Susa 
together; hold a fast and pray for 
me. Don't eat or drink anything for 
three days and nights. My servant 
women and I will be doing the 
same. After that, I will go to the 
king, even though it is against the 
law. If I must die for doing it, I will 
die."  (Esther 4:16) 



COMMUNION/DECISION HYMN  

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, and time shall be no more, 

And the morning breaks, eternal, bright and fair; 

When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore, 

And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there. 

Will you be there? 


