
THAT WAS THE 

MESSIAH WE KILLED?? 

21 STORIES 

Acts 2:22-41 



22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus 

the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and 

signs through him, as you well know. 23 But God knew 

what would happen, and his prearranged plan was carried 

out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless 

Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But 

God released him from the horrors of death and raised 

him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip.  

Acts 2:22-41 (NLT) Peter’s Sermon 



25 King David said this about him: 

‘I see that the LORD is always with me. 

    I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. 
26 No wonder my heart is glad, 

    and my tongue shouts his praises! 

    My body rests in hope. 
27 For you will not leave my soul among the dead 

    or allow your Holy One to rot in the grave. 
28 You have shown me the way of life, 

    and you will fill me with the joy of your presence.’ 

Peter’s Sermon Acts 2:22-41 (NLT) 



29 “Dear brothers, think about this! You can be sure that 

the patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he died 

and was buried, and his tomb is still here among us. 30 But 

he was a prophet, and he knew God had promised with an 

oath that one of David’s own descendants would sit on his 

throne. 31 David was looking into the future and speaking 

of the Messiah’s resurrection. He was saying that God 

would not leave him among the dead or allow his body to 

rot in the grave. 

Peter’s Sermon Acts 2:22-41 (NLT) 



32 “God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all 

witnesses of this. 33 Now he is exalted to the place of 

highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand. And the 

Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit to 

pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today. 34 For 

David himself never ascended into heaven, yet he said, 

‘The LORD said to my Lord, 

    “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand 
35 until I humble your enemies, 

    making them a footstool under your feet.”’ 

Peter’s Sermon Acts 2:22-41 (NLT) 



36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has 

made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and 

Messiah!” 
37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him 

and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and 

turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Peter’s Sermon Acts 2:22-41 (NLT) 



39 This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to 

the Gentiles—all who have been called by the Lord our 

God.” 40 Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, 

strongly urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this 

crooked generation!” 
41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and 

added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all. 

Peter’s Sermon Acts 2:22-41 (NLT) 



1. Jesus was the Messiah, but 

he didn’t look the part. 

TAKE HOME LIAR, 

LUNATIC 

or LORD 

3. Who do I say that he 

is … madman or 

messiah? 

2. Getting His identity right is 

the first step to boarding the 

Jesus Train. 



 Passover was the Big Week, and 

Jewish foreigners converged on 

the center of their faith: 

Jerusalem.   

  

 Jesus’ enemies saw him as the 

‘spoiler’ and found a way to hang 

him.  Matthew 20:17-19 

 

 Now the waters had calmed a bit. 

But the story isn’t over. 

THE IDEAL 

AUDIENCE 



 Festival of Reaping, Day of 

Harvest and First Fruits. It was 

something like our Thanksgiving 

 

 Having traveled so far, a once in 

a life-time opportunity, so stick 

around. Acts 2:5 

 

 After all, Pentecost was just 50 

(pente) days after Passover 

Sabbath 

WHAT WAS 

PENTECOST? 



 God launched his ‘new humanity’ 

the church. 

 

 That huge sound brought the 

people running. Acts 2:6 

 

 Apostles resembling living 

candles brought focus and 

attention to God’s Guys. Acts 2:3 

 

 And then...all heard the Gospel in 

their own language. Acts 2:6 

THE NEW 

HUMANITY 



 ‘Jesus’ signs and wonders marked him as 

one as one who was totally unique. Acts 2:22 

 

 Call David forward. What does he say about 

the main identifying mark of the Messiah?   

A powerless tomb! Acts 2:25-31  

 

 Add to that our (Apostles) repeated contacts 

with the Risen Jesus. Acts 2:32 

 

 What is the only logical conclusion? 

(Drumroll) You executed the Lord and Christ!  

Acts 2:36 

EMPTY 

TOMB 



 Conviction: What can we do now? 

 Acts 2:37 

 

 Direction: Repent and be baptized!  

Acts 2:38-39 

 

 Promises: Forgiveness and the 

bestowal of God’s Spirit! 

 

 Response: Thousands jumped at 

the opportunity, said ‘Yes’ and got 

dunked! 

 Acts 2:40-41 

MASS 

BAPTISM 



 Called ‘The Way’ at first. 

 

 Followed the direction of the 

Apostles, met regularly, prayed 

together and shared the Lord’s 

Supper.  Acts 2:42 

 

 They are our ancestors, 

spiritually speaking. 

THE 

WAY 



 Some of those first disciples returned to their 

homeland … as missionaries.  

 

 The locals faced great times together … but hard 

times from people like Saul.  Acts 2:47 and 4:32 

 

 When persecuted many of these new converts fled 

the city … taking the message of hope with them.  

Acts 8 

 

 What they preached is still the Message … the 

truth about Jesus and offer of God’s peace.  Acts 

10:34- 43 
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 The sad stuff … our sin and need 

for redemption   

  

 The glorious, triumphant strands 

… forgiven, heaven-bound, joy 

beyond description … dance 

music! 

 

 It all comes down to our decision 

at the fork in our road, doesn’t it?  

Acts 10:43 

NOW! 



I believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the 
Son of the living 
God. 
 
I trust Him as my 
Lord and Savior. 
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SAVIOR 

LORD 



1. Jesus was the Messiah, but 

he didn’t look the part. 

TAKE HOME LIAR, 

LUNATIC 

or LORD 

3. Who do I say that he 

is … madman or 

messiah? 

2. Getting His identity right is 

the first step to boarding the 

Jesus Train. 



THE GOOD NEWS 

GO 


